OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER RC CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane - B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Two Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] and (John McHugh & Stephen McGinn) at SJF Church – West Heath. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452, Mobile: 07711832003  (What’s App Messages only)
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK
Parish Deacon: Rev Martin Dolan – dcn.martin.dolan@rcaob.org.uk
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10am – 1pm, Wednesdays 10am – 1pm & Fridays 2pm – 4pm


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 0121 453 3452

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking:  ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: obinna.iloka@outlook.com  07424209628.


	TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  –  20th SEPTEMBER 2026

	Readings:  Isaiah 55:6-9      Psalm:  145      Philippians: 1:20c-24, 27a      Matthew: 20:1-16
Psalm response:  The Lord is close to all who call Him.
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down Your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

	Saturday 19th September -  Fr Bonaventure
25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+ Catherine and Ossie Clossick

	Sunday 20th  September -   Fr James
25th Sunday in O T -  Fr James
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+  Kitty Flynn
+ Kathleen Newey 

	Monday 21st September – St Matthew
	6:45 pm OLPS Hall
	ALPHA – 1st SESSION

	Friday 25th September
	12:00 pm St John Fisher
	+ Margaret Sylvester

	Saturday 26th Sep – 
26th  Sunday in OT – 
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Intentions of the MF Seminarians

	Sunday 27th September -  26th Sunday in O T
Celebration of Baptism 
SEND Mass
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
4:00 pm St Brigid’s
	+Donna Waldron, Maeve & Finley, Finnlagh, Finan
+Gabrielle Rose, Rosa Caveney Hart, Finan Kelly
Those with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 23 James Mulholland, Annie Strain, Roy Gillespie James Flanagan. Margaret Carter24 Daniel McGrath, Phoebe Reeves,25 Edward O’Loughlin, Hannah Stevens, Sheila McGreevey, 26 Sophie Malkin, Jane Webb, Joseph McGeown, Charles Dean, Tom O’Keeffe, Agnes Moten, Maria Smart, Freda Hill, 27 Esther Harty, 28 Catherine Banville, Mary Bricknell, Betty Webb.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Peter Rafferty, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, Jim and Ruth,  Bernadette Dunbar, Tommy  Regan,  Martin Maughan, Gillian Boardman, Nelisa Padua, Josh Boyce, John McCann, John Lawlor, Margaret Smyth, Paul O’Brien, Ellie O’Neill, John Butts Eddie Martin and Rich.  We pray too for those suffering from any form of cancer, especially a little 9-year-old girl called Emily.  Please pray for Kevin from the Shortland Family who is seriously ill.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS) & Attendance: 238
Gift Aid:£62.00       Loose: £290.51        DONA: £95.00       Total:£ 447.51
 Catholic Education: 68.76
	St  John Fisher (SJF) & Attendance: 394
 Gift Aid: £ 134.20   Loose: £ 387.68       DONA:  £35         Total: £556.88
Catholic Education: £205.62

	Second Collection – Catholic Evangelisation
Next Sunday: Fr Hudson’s 
	Second Collection – Catholic Evangelisation
Next Sunday: Fr Hudson’s


Deaths: Please pray for the noble departed souls of  +Father Christopher Noel Fitzpatrick, and +Pat Curley and +Mrs Gwen Masterson who lived in Newman Way. May their noble departed souls rest in peace. Amen.

Baptism Preparation Meeting  The next meeting will take place on Saturday, 31st October 2026 at 5.30 pm at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Church on B45 9BQ.

ALPHA IS COMING!  Are you curious? We begin next Monday 21st September. We'll meet at 6.45pm in Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Parish Centre. Address: Leach Green Lane B459BQ. We'll begin with meet and greet, a cup of tea/coffee/squash snacks and cake. We'll watch a 30-minute video and then break into small groups for discussion. On following weeks we'll begin with a meal which is a lovely way to get to know one another. We will follow the same schedule of video and small groups. It's a very relaxed and welcoming atmosphere where you just come as yourself. We are really looking forward to meeting you next week. God bless.
CAFOD's Family Fast day is on Friday 2nd October 2026. Attached to this weeks bulletin is an envelope for you to put you kind and always generous contributions. Please next week either drop your envelope into the green bucket or hand it to Joe. Thank you for your generous hearts and kind contributions. 

 Suicide Support Platform: Following a very powerful and touching appeal earlier this year, Our Lady’s now has a support system in place for those of us who been touched by suicide. This weekend sees the launch of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Suicide Platform. A programme of work has begun, starting with an information folder. This folder provides valuable and sensitive information to help prevent suicide and provide mental, physical, and spiritual support for those of us who have been left behind.  The folder will be located beside the piety stall or in  the foyer between the church and the hall, when the piety stall is closed. Further support will continue to be developed, and progress will be reported on in future newsletters and magazines. For further info please contact Marie Carroll-07387760307 mariecarroll@live.co.uk or Pauline -07810557197

Next Parish Event at Our Lady’s  A Parish quiz will be taking place on Saturday 3rd October, from 7pm. Get your teams of up to 6 ready.  More details to follow closer to the date. 
St Thomas Aquinas Open Evenings/Mornings: You are warmly invited to St Thomas Aquinas Open Evening. The dates for open events are as follows: Opening evening Thursday 17th September 6-8pm. Open morning Tuesday 22nd September 9:10-10.10am. Saturday Open morning -Saturday 3rd  October 9-12am .Tickets will be available via the school website www.stacs.org from Wednesday 2nd September

Emmaus Men’s Retreat  Booking is now open for the Emmaus Weekend Men’s Retreat which takes place from Friday, 6th November to Sunday, 8th November at the Hayes Conference Centre, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 1AU.  The retreat will be led by David Wells, one of the Church’s most respected Catholic speakers, author and retreat leader.  The cost of the weekend is £238 which includes accommodation and meals.

Our Lady’s Church Hall: Link to book... Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Catholic Church for Hire in Birmingham

“ An Invitation to any former pupils of St. Paul’s school, Edgbaston.  to attend the  annual Mass for deceased pupils and staff  which will take place in the chapel of Selly Park Convent, B29 7LL on Saturday 3rd. October at 10.00am. Mass will be followed by refreshments and the AGM  of the Old Girls’ Association. Please contact Ann Smith  for further details & to book your place. Tel:  07946366326 or email: Nooey98@gmail.com”

Programme Leader Vacancies – Kenelm Youth Trust: Kenelm Youth Trust is seeking enthusiastic and committed individuals to join our team as Programme Leaders. These roles involve delivering engaging retreat and outdoor learning programmes for children and young people within the Archdiocese of Birmingham. If you are passionate about youth ministry, education, and helping young people grow in faith and confidence, we would love to hear from you. For full details and to apply, please visit:
www.kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk/kenelmvacancies

🌟 Youth Ministry Development at OLPS Rednal & St John Fisher, West Heath 🌟 We are pleased to announce that Sarah Payne has successfully completed the Youth Mental Health First Aid Course and has received her certificate. We are grateful for her commitment and look forward to using her expertise as we begin forming a brand‑new Youth Group for our parish. As we prepare for this important ministry, we warmly invite parishioners to support our young people as they grow in faith, confidence, and community.
🙏 Call for Youth Group Leaders & Volunteers
We are now seeking adults who can help us build a strong and welcoming youth ministry:
* Youth Group Leaders — to guide sessions and support faith formation
* Youth Volunteers — to assist with activities, events, and practical support
* Safeguarding‑cleared helpers — essential for ensuring a safe environment
No experience is required — just a kind heart and willingness to help.
If you feel called to assist, please speak to Fr Srinu after Mass or contact the parish office. Training and safeguarding support will be provided.
Let us work together to nurture the faith and future of our young people.

SJF 70th Celebration: Dear Parish Family, I would like to share with you a beautiful message I received following our 70th Anniversary celebration. It captures so wonderfully the joy, warmth and sense of family that we experienced together.
One parishioner wrote: “I was 5 years old 70 years ago when I became a member of this new parish, Saint John Fisher, West Heath. Little did I appreciate then that so much of my life and my family’s lives would be interwoven with SJF. Many, many occasions have taken place in those 70 years, but I wish you to know that today’s Holy Mass was a particular ‘stand-out’ occasion — incredibly special. What a truly joyous gathering, peppered with so many different generations and nationalities, all with happy, smiling faces. Of course, Father Srinu is so special; we are so lucky to have him amongst us all. So, on behalf of SJF Parish, the greatest of THANK YOUs to each and everyone involved.”

These words touched my heart deeply, and I would like to add my own very sincere and heartfelt THANK YOU to every member of our parish family.
What we celebrated was not simply 70 years of a church building or an anniversary marked on a calendar. We celebrated 70 years of faith, prayer, friendship, memories, service, sacrifice and community. We celebrated generations of people who have walked through the doors of St John Fisher, prayed at this altar, received the Sacraments, celebrated weddings and baptisms, mourned the loss of loved ones, and shared countless moments of joy and sorrow together.
A very special thank you to everyone who came and joined us. Your presence made the celebration truly joyful and meaningful. It was wonderful to see so many generations, cultures and nationalities coming together as one parish family.
My deepest gratitude goes to our 70th Anniversary Organising Team for all the planning, preparation, coordination and hard work behind the scenes. So much happens quietly and often goes unseen, but it made such a difference.
Thank you to all our volunteers, who generously gave their time, energy and talents; to our wonderful choir and musicians, who helped us to lift our hearts in prayer through beautiful music; to our flower ladies, whose dedication and creativity made our church look so beautiful; and to all those who prepared, baked and brought the wonderful food and refreshments to share.

A special thank you to our Altar Servers, our Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and everyone who helped with the liturgy, as well as those who worked tirelessly with the sound, technology, photography and technical arrangements to make everything run so smoothly.

Thank you also to everyone who contributed in ways that perhaps nobody else saw — setting up, clearing away, welcoming people, washing dishes, carrying tables, making phone calls, sending messages, decorating, organising and simply being available whenever something needed to be done.

And, of course, thank you to all those who have supported St John Fisher faithfully over many years, including those who could not be with us physically but whose prayers and love remain very much part of our parish story.

As your Parish Priest, I feel truly blessed and privileged to share this special chapter of St John Fisher’s story with you. You have welcomed me, supported me, encouraged me and made me feel part of this wonderful parish family. For that, I will always be deeply grateful.

The joy we experienced at our celebration is a beautiful reminder that the real strength of St John Fisher is not simply in our buildings, but in the people, the faith and the love that bring us together. May God bless every one of you, bless our parish, bless all our families, and bless the generations yet to come. With my deepest gratitude, prayers and affection, Fr Srinu.
70 years of faith. 70 years of family. 70 years of memories. And, by God’s grace, many more years together. 🙏❤️
