OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR AND ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 14TH DECEMBER, 2025

	Readings:   Isaiah 7:10-14                              Psalm 23,                                     Romans 1: 1-7:                        Matthew : 18-24            
Psalm response: Come, Lord and Save us.              Mass book page 88

	Saturday 13th December   - Confessions
GAUDETE SUNDAY
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’
	Confessions
Thanksgiving - Annie & Keith Homer 59th Wedding 

	Sunday 14th December
GAUDETE SUNDAY
Baptism
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Donna Waldron Birthday 
+Margaret Birks, +Denis Ruffle
Imogen & Keiran Berry

	Tuesday 16th December 
	QE Hospital
	QE Hospital

	Wednesday 17th December 
Carol Concert
	10:00am St John Fisher
5:00 pm St Thomas Aquinas 
	+Kathleen Durnian
Carol Concert

	Thursday 18th December 
Adoration & Reconciliation Service
	10:30 am St Columba’s 
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	All the Souls in Purgatory
Adoration & Reconciliation service

	Friday 19th December Advent Feria
Adoration & Reconciliation Service
	9:15 am Our Lady’s 
6:00 pm St John Fisher
	+Mary O’Neill
Adoration & Reconciliation Service

	Saturday 20th December. 
4th Sunday of Advent
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+Tom Lenon

	Sunday 21st December.
 Fourth Sunday of Advent
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+Stephen John Barrs
+Dorothy Ginns

	Monday 22nd December 
	6:00 pm St John Fisher
	Parish Annual Carol Service with SJF School


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 15 Nicholas Quinn, Annie Rea, Attilio Domachi, Alex Forsyth, Kevin Sweeney,  16 Elizabeth Molloy, William Darby, Eileen Reilly, 17 John Doherty, Carl Tamburro, Maureen Mulvaney, 18 Aine Ray, 19 Win Alltree, Thomas Crehan, Veronica Sage, Denise Baker, 20 Thomas Coleman, Margaret Cleere, Peter Dwyer, 21 Austin Aston, Charles Woodman, Mary Hickey, Sid Wilcox.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF) 30/11 & 7/12

	Gift Aid: £96.00
	Total £566.13
Church Mass Attendance: 243
	Gift Aid £136.00 & £265.000
	Total: £309.81 & £441.31
Church Mass
Attendance: 180

	Lose Money: 400.13
Contactless: 70.00

	
	Loose Money: £173.81 & £176.31
Contactless £309
Church Flowers £179.26
Roof Repairs tea & toast donation £200.00
	

	Second Collection: Poor Parishes of the Diocese £157.45
Second collection for next 3 weeks Homeless at Christmas
	Second Collection: Poor Parishes of the Diocese £149.31
Second collection for next 3 weeks Homeless at Christmas


Deaths: Please pray for MARGARET IZON. She supported our parish community of Saint John Fisher when her health allowed being active visiting parishioners on behalf of the SVP, flower arranging, singing in the church choir etc. We remember her twin sister and family. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Monsignor Vaughan Frederick John Morgan and Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. David Keniry. May they rest in peace. Amen.

Christmas Party:  A Big thank you to Rob & Kath, who entertained us on Saturday night.  Over 40 people attended and had a great night raising 
£288.00   Thank you to everyone who has supported the hall team this year.

OLPS CHRISTMAS FAYRE: Dear Friends, we thank you all most sincerely for supporting the annual Parish Christmas Fayre. We are most grateful to everyone who donated items, purchased raffle tickets, volunteered to set up, worked last Friday, Saturday and Sunday after Mass and helped to clear up, as it has now become a three-day event! We are truly grateful to everyone who turned up to buy some amazing bargains. Big thanks to the children from St James' who visited us on the Friday afternoon. As a Parish we have collectively raised an AMAZING * £2475 * THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS are: Nula, Greg Hartigan, Brian King, Lynn Stanton, Mary Martin, Margaret Dawson, Scott Bennett, Paul Kennedy, Mary McCann, Arlene and Heston.

SVP FOOD PARCELS: Dear Friends, the LAST food parcels for this term are on THURSDAY 18th DECEMBER. We kindly ask you to include some extra FESTIVE TREATS with your usual generous donations; as we endeavour to support our families, at this ever-increasing expensive time of year, by providing an extra bag of Christmas goodies for them to enjoy. We also desperately need donations of STRONG CARRIER BAGS for this final bag pack of the term. Thank you as always for your support.
Hall Booking at Our Lady’s Church: Please note that going forward we have new contact details for you to use. Phil Jackson 07842355301.

" SJF Christmas baubles are back! For £5, write a message on your bauble to all your parish friends and families. All moneys raised to Church building funds.". Many thanks! 

OLPS Parish Post Box: returns this weekend by popular demand, whether you send Christmas cards or not, you must check the box to see if somebody has sent you a card.

Cushions Needed: St John Fisher are in need of cushions for the children to sit on during Christmas Family Mass, if you have any, and you no longer need them, we will happily make use of them. Thank you! They can be dropped to church after Sunday 9.30 Mass, or text Carmel 07963491821.

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information. Could you be a Healthcare Volunteer in Lourdes? Are you a doctor, nurse or carer? Would you consider donating your time and expertise on next year’s Lourdes Pilgrimage? Every year sick pilgrims are able to make the journey to Lourdes thanks to the support of a dedicated Healthcare Team. Without their expertise many pilgrims would not be able to go. If you are a healthcare professional and would like to try something new, please consider joining us. You will make a real difference. For more information, and to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code:
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2025 PROGRAMMES:
CAROL SERVICE:  MONDAY 22nd DECEMBER 6:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: THURSDAY 18th DECEMBER 7:00 PM – OUR LADY’S – REDNAL
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: Friday 19th DECEMBER 6:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS WITH CAROLS: Wednesday 24th DECEMBER 5:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER 
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS WITH CAROLS – Wednesday 24th DECEMBER 9:00 PM – OUR LADY’S
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: Thursday 25th DECEMBER 9:30 AM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: Thursday 25th DECEMBER 11:15 AM – OUR LADY’S – REDNAL
(BOXING DAY) ALTAR SERVERS MASS: Friday 26th DECEMBER 12:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER

CELEBRATE Trust – Advent Family Pack CELEBRATE Trust Advent Family Pack is filled with engaging activities, ways to pray, books to savour and films to enjoy, helping families, schools and parishes prepare this Advent for the Feast of the Nativity. Although the Advent pack is free to download from the website (https://www.celebratetrust.org/onlinefamilyactivitypacks) it is not free to produce. If parishes and schools using it could consider making a donation, if they are able to, so that CELEBRATE Trust can continue to develop resources to support families, schools and parishes in the future, that would be greatly appreciated. Suggested donation: £4 for families and small groups, £20 for parishes and schools.

HELP! Carol singers from both churches are desperately needed to sing at Sainsbury’s supermarket Wednesday 17th December 5.00pm until 6.00pm. Ability to sing is not essential. All ages welcome. It is only 1 hour. Sainsburys offered us every day, but I am struggling to find anyone willing to do just 2 sessions. Please let me know if you can come. Ann Smith 0121 445 1374/ 07946366326 or Nooey98@gmail.com.

 An emergency community advisor for Birmingham for Citizens Advice Bureau: A warm welcome to everyone to Our Lady’s Parish Hall on Saturday 20th December 2025 from 10:00 am to drop-in session for our parish members to get advice with anything from housing, employment law, benefits (for those who are vulnerable), immigration situations or support in general. Its Free and no charges. Sessions 10am, 10:45am, 11:30 am, 12:15 am, 13:15 am, 14:00 pm, 14:45 pm, 15:30 pm, 16:15 pm and 17:00 pm.

Receiving Holy Communion   There is a moment at Mass when Heaven watches closely.  It is the moment at Holy Communion when the Priest raises the sacred Host and says, ‘The Body of Christ’.  At that moment everything stops and Jesus waits.  He waits for one word from us … and that word is ‘Amen’.  It is a word we must never say without thinking because ‘Amen’ means ‘I believe that I am receiving Jesus Christ Himself – Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity’.  It is a confession of faith.  Jesus never enters us without our consent.  At the moment of receiving Holy Communion, He waits for our ‘Amen’.  We are saying ‘Come, Lord Jesus, Come’.  ‘Welcome Jesus, into my body and my soul and my heart’.

The Monthly Mass for those with additional needs (and their families/carers) will be celebrated at St. Brigid’s on Sunday, 28th December at 4.00 pm.  All welcome.

Today is the Third Sunday in Advent – Reflection:  It is traditionally called ‘Gaudete Sunday’, a name meaning ‘rejoice’.  Today marks a shift away from the themes of preparation and waiting to a focus on joy and celebration as the arrival of Jesus approaches.  Come, Jesus, come.
Do you look good in pink? Or more importantly, does your parish priest look good in pink?  This Sunday, the Church celebrates ‘Gaudete Sunday’ or ‘Rejoice Sunday’ marked in particular with rose coloured vestments and the lighting of the pink candle on the Advent wreath. This playful change in colour is the Church’s reminder to us that while we are in a time of preparation, expecting the Lord’s coming, we do so with joyful anticipation. St Paul proclaims “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice. The Lord is at hand.” Philippians 4:4. Joy is at the heart of Christianity. It is a great, supernatural sign to the world that amongst the struggles and difficulties of life God is amongst us. Joy transcends surface happiness because it is rooted in the firm truth that God became man, in Jesus. Suffered, died and rose for our salvation and invites us into eternal and blessed life with Him. In other words, we can be joyful because we know that God loves us with a lavish, faithful and everlasting love.  The world around is desperate for authentic lasting joy, and in truth it is only God who can provide it. As we come to Mass this Sunday, and as Jesus becomes truly present to us the Eucharist, maybe we can ask the Lord to give us more of His joy this Advent, and that we can share this joy with others. 

Thank you for all your help and support. Have a blessed weekend.
