OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR AND ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 21ST DECEMBER, 2025

	Readings:   Isaiah 7:10-14                       Psalm:23                           Romans 1:1-7               St Matthew 1:18-24    
Psalm response:   Let the Lord enter; the king of glory       Mass book page 90

	Saturday 20th December. 
4th Sunday of Advent
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’
	Confessions
+Denis Michael Duffy, +Tom Lenon

	Sunday 21st December.
 Fourth Sunday of Advent
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+Stephen John Barrs
+Dorothy Ginns

	Monday 22nd December Carol Service
	6.00pm St John Fisher
	Carol Service

	Tuesday 23rd December
	QE Hospital 
	QE Hospital

	Wed 24th Dec Christmas Eve - Family Mass
Solemnity - Christmas Midnight Mass
	5.00pm St John Fisher
9.00 pm Our Lady’s
	ALL THE FAMILIES
 ALL THE FAMILES & +Peter Vince

	Thursday 25th December – 
Solemnity - Christmas Day
	9.30 St John Fisher
11.15 am Our Lady’s
	All the Families
+Dorothy Maureen Gill, + Patrick Joseph Hevey

	Friday 26th December - St Stephen
	12.00 noon St John Fisher

	Frances and Michael Crockett Christmas Blessings

	Saturday 27th December. 
Feast of the Holy Family
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+Teresa Nealon

	Sunday 28th Dec 2025
The Feast of the Holy Family

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+Fr Simon Hall
+John James Byrne

	Thursday 1st January
Solemnity of Mary, The Mother of God
	12:00 noon St John Fisher
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	For the intentions of Waldron and Colman Families
McCleary Family – thanksgiving


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 22 Joe Flaherty, Joanne Kennedy, Gerry McManus, Malcolm Keating, 23 Mary O’Keeffe, Joseph Mawson, 24 Stephen Ryan, Mary Casey, Leslie Wiggins, Selina Brady, Margaret O’Shea, Michael Quinlan, Bridie Miller, John Dolphin,  Jim Beirne, Tom McGrath, Sonia Devaney, Christine Davis, 25 David Rawlins, Catherine Nichols, Tom O’Donnell, Dennis Hickey, Kevin Mannion, 26 Hilda Murphy, Mary Aston, Chad Preedy, Mark Andnerson, 27 Albert Clay, Terence Bennett, 28 Clive Shattock, Barbara & Jack McDonald, Ann Whelan.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF) 

	Gift Aid: £111.00
	Total £431.82
Church Mass Attendance: 243
	Gift Aid £132.50
	Total: £309.81 & £441.31
Church Mass
Attendance: 180

	Lose Money: 312.82
Contactless: 8.00
Homeless at Christmas £187.60
	
	Loose Money: £170.53
Contactless: £60
Homeless At Christmas £134.84

	

	Green Bucket: Homeless at Christmas
	Green Bucket: Homeless at Christmas


[image: ]ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2025 PROGRAMMES:
CAROL SERVICE:  MONDAY 22nd DECEMBER 6:00 PM – SJF
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS WITH CAROLS: Wed 24th DEC - 5:00 PM – SJF
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS WITH CAROLS – Wed 24th DEC 9:00 PM – OLPS
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: Thu 25th DEC 9:30 AM – SJF
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: Thu 25th DEC 11:15 AM – OLPS
(BOXING DAY) ALTAR SERVERS MASS: Fri 26th DEC 12:00 PM – SJF

Christmas Offerings: There will be only one collection at all the Christmas Masses. This is a traditional offering to the Priest ministering in the Parish. Please give a gift from your heart to Fr Srinu who serve our Parishes and schools.  You may give your offering via DONA Machine, or Cheque made Srinu Bonthu or use Christmas envelopes or simply give cash through the offertory bags on the day. If you wish, please send through BACS... Account Name: Rev Srinu Bonthu, Sort Code: 40 – 44 – 02, Account Number: 62032287.
Deaths: Please pray for MARGARET IZON who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Thursday 08th January at 7:00 pm and followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Friday 09th January at 11:00 am and committal and burial at Kings Norton Cemetery. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Monsignor Vaughan Frederick John Morgan and Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. David Keniry. May they rest in peace. Amen.

Friends of the Holy Land: Archbishop Bernard Longley, has kindly put forward Friends of the Holy Land as one of the suggested Christmas Crib appeal Charities. Please consider making a donation at the Crib. Give a gift from your heart to the heart of Christianity this Christmas.

ALTAR SERVERS: On Friday 26th December, we celebrate the feast of St Stephen, the Martyr. During 12:00 noon Mass, all servers from our two Churches will renew their commitment and some of the servers will be presented with Guild of St Stephen’s Medals. 

SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  We take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year. God bless. Our Food Bank dates for next half term are Thursday 15th January, Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February.

" SJF Christmas baubles are back! For £5, write a message on your bauble to all your parish friends and families. All moneys raised to Church building funds.". Many thanks! 

OLPS Parish Post Box: returns this weekend by popular demand, whether you send Christmas cards or not, you must check the box to see if somebody has sent you a card.

St. Chad’s Cathedral will be hosting a Carol Service on Sunday, 21st December at 5.00 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  The Service will be followed by refreshments in the Grimshaw Room.

Pray 24 Brum is a prayer relay, each hour being led by a different group.  It begins at St. Martin’s Church in the Bullring at 9.00 am on Friday, 23rd January and ends on Saturday, 24th January at 9.00 am.  If we can, we are asked to take part in praying for our City, even just for a short time.

Today, the Fourth Sunday of Advent focuses on love.  It signifies the imminent arrival of Jesus and culminates our Advent journey with themes of joy and faithfulness.  Jesus is nearly here.  

This Christmas:   let’s welcome in a special way, those people who haven’t been to Church for a little while.  Let’s offer them a smile; introduce ourselves; help them find a seat.  Let’s make space for them.  Christmas is a time when new faces simply show up!  They’re people who are curious, searching, or perhaps hurting.  Let’s do what Jesus would do; welcome them.

Did you know that nowhere in the Bible does it say there were three wise men!  The story of the wise men appears only once in the Bible (Matthew 2:1) ‘Behold, wise men from the East came to Jesus’.  It doesn’t say there were three wise men or that they were kings.  The Magi were learned men; scholars and astronomers and they were gentiles, not Jews.  They ‘saw His star when it rose’ and followed it.  The idea of three wise men came from the three gifts they brought ‘they opened their treasures and offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh’.  The magi followed the light of Christ.  They found Him and worshipped Him.  Let us do the same.

Prayer for Priests at Christmastime   O Lord God, we pray that in Your love for all Priests, you will bless them in their ministries at this particularly busy time and give them Your strength, joy and holiness as they serve Your people.  May they mirror Your love as they bring the Light of Christ to the world.  May their hands be blessed as they consecrate the sacred Eucharist; may they find deep fulfilment in their vocations as they shepherd Your flock and may they be given opportunities for rest and deep reflection on Christ’s birth.  Amen

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information. Could you be a Healthcare Volunteer in Lourdes? Are you a doctor, nurse or carer? Would you consider donating your time and expertise on next year’s Lourdes Pilgrimage? Every year sick pilgrims are able to make the journey to Lourdes thanks to the support of a dedicated Healthcare Team. Without their expertise many pilgrims would not be able to go. If you are a healthcare professional and would like to try something new, please consider joining us. You will make a real difference. For more information, and to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code:
The Monthly Mass for those with additional needs (and their families/carers) will be celebrated at St. Brigid’s on Sunday, 28th December at 4.00 pm.  All welcome.[image: ]
Christmas Message from Fr Srinu:  I am very happy to wish you all my Prayerful Greetings as we enter the Christmas Season. The story of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ is a reminder to us all that God came to live among us, to be close to us, and to save us from our sins. Jesus gave us himself as a gift to us. It is a story that still rings true today. As we celebrate the Nativity of Jesus, we remain eternally grateful to God for all the blessings, especially for the gifts of life, family, faith community, friends and neighbours. I take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely as you have been such a blessing to our parish by being active and supporting us with your gifts of time, talents and timely financial help. My special gratitude goes to all the volunteers in our different ministries who do such a wonderful job in serving the various needs of our parish with much enthusiasm and commitment. I hope and pray that you will have a wonderful and blessed time during this Christmas Season. I wish you all a blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year - 2026. 

May God bless you abundantly during this Christmas Season as well as during the New Year. Merry Christmas! God bless!
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