OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MAY AND JOSEPH– 28th DECEMBER, 2025

	Readings:   Sirach 3:2-6,12-14                       Psalm:127                           Colossians 3:12-21               St Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
Psalm response:   Blesses are all who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.     Mass book page 106

	Saturday 27th Dec – St John the Apostle
Feast of the Holy Family
	12:00 pm St John Fisher
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Golden Wedding Mass – Paul & Esther Regan
Confessions
+Teresa Nealon

	Sunday 28th Dec 2025
The Feast of the Holy Family

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+Fr Simon Hall, Nellie & Leo McConvery
+John James Byrne

	Thursday 1st January
Solemnity of Mary, The Mother of God
	12:00 noon St John Fisher
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	For the intentions of Waldron and Colman Families
McCleary Family – thanksgiving

	Saturday 3rd January - Baptism
	11:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Tommy Richard Taylor
Confessions
+Marie Smythe

	Sunday 4th January 2025
Second Sunday after the Nativity
Baptism

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
1:00pm Our Lady’s
	+George Regan
+Kathleen Healy
Cora Marie Varley, Charlie Michael Marshall


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 29 Agnes Woodhead, Neddy Mills, Thomas Lawlor, 30   Christopher Molloy, Harold Lowes, Colette Lote, Myrtle Simpson, James Boyle, 31.Salvatore Miele, Eamon Galligan & Ellen Jefferson, Jan 1 David Caseley, Mary Buyers, Alice Maher, Phyllis Cottam, 2 Arthur Upton, Frank Fitzgerald, Evelyn McLaughlin, Kathleen Darby, Reginald Bowen, Sheila Enright, 3 James Skiffington, Reg Russell, Gwendoline Hempenstall, Ann Desmond, Albert Yardley, 4 Con Lehane, Dorothy Keele, Kathleen Healy, Patrick Desmond.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF) 

	Gift Aid: £94.00 
	Total £431.82
Church Mass Attendance: 251
	Gift Aid £
	Total: £
Church Mass
Attendance: 

	Lose Money: 344.01
Contactless: £305.00 +£320.00
Homeless at Christmas £143.59
	
	Loose Money: £
Contactless: £
Homeless At Christmas £

	

	Green Bucket: Homeless at the Christmas 
	Green Bucket: Homeless at the Christmas



Dear all  Parish Family, and the Families of St Columba, St James, and St John Fisher Schools, I would like to express my heartfelt and sincere thanks to each and every one of you for the overwhelming kindness, love, and generosity you have shown during this Christmas season. Thank you for your beautiful Christmas cards, kind words, generous gifts, presents, sweets, cakes, festive dinners, mince pies, flowers, and all the thoughtful gestures that truly touched my heart. Because of you, I experienced a Christmas filled with great joy, warmth, and gratitude. Celebrating the birth of our Lord together made this season truly special, and I am deeply thankful for your constant support, prayers, and blessings.

It has been a wonderful and grace-filled week for our parish community. We were truly blessed to welcome an enormous number of people to our two churches for the Christmas Masses. It was heart-warming to see so many familiar faces and new visitors, all rejoicing together. Many commented on how beautifully decorated our churches were and how welcomed and at home they felt—this is a true sign of a living and loving parish.

My sincere appreciation goes to all who worked tirelessly behind the scenes and in visible ministries to make our celebrations so meaningful: our Choir groups, Wardens, Altar Servers, Volunteers, Flower Ladies, Children’s Liturgy Groups, Church Cleaning Groups, Eucharistic Ministers, Grounds Maintenance Groups, Finance Teams, Parish Administrators, PSRs, Parish Hall Teams, Sacristans, Catechists, Prayer Groups, Social Events Groups, ALPHA Organising Team, RCIA Organising Team, Youth Group, Parish Renewal Steering Group, Life in the Spirit Group, Bible Study Group, Divine Renovation Group, Readers  and everyone involved in any way. Your dedication, time, and service are a true gift to the Church and to one another. As Sacred Scripture reminds us: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

May the joy, peace, and hope of Christ born among us continue to fill your hearts and homes throughout the New Year. Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your families, and I humbly ask you to keep me in your prayers as well. Once again, thank you for being such a wonderful, faith-filled, and caring parish and school family. May God bless you abundantly.  With gratitude and prayers,  Fr Srinu.

Deaths: Please pray for MARGARET IZON who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Thursday 08th January at 7:00 pm and followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Friday 09th January at 11:00 am and committal and burial at Kings Norton Cemetery. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Monsignor Vaughan Frederick John Morgan and Please pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. David Keniry. May they rest in peace. Amen.
SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  We take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year. God bless. Our Food Bank dates for next half term are Thursday 15th January, Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February.

Pray 24 Brum is a prayer relay, each hour being led by a different group.  It begins at St. Martin’s Church in the Bullring at 9.00 am on Friday, 23rd January and ends on Saturday, 24th January at 9.00 am.  If we can, we are asked to take part in praying for our City, even just for a short time.

This Christmas time:   let’s welcome in a special way, those people who haven’t been to Church for a little while.  Let’s offer them a smile; introduce ourselves; help them find a seat.  Let’s make space for them.  Christmas is a time when new faces simply show up!  They’re people who are curious, searching, or perhaps hurting.  Let’s do what Jesus would do; welcome them.

Prayer for Priests at Christmastime   O Lord God, we pray that in Your love for all Priests, you will bless them in their ministries at this particularly busy time and give them Your strength, joy and holiness as they serve Your people.  May they mirror Your love as they bring the Light of Christ to the world.  May their hands be blessed as they consecrate the sacred Eucharist; may they find deep fulfilment in their vocations as they shepherd Your flock and may they be given opportunities for rest and deep reflection on Christ’s birth.  Amen

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information. Could you be a Healthcare Volunteer in Lourdes? Are you a doctor, nurse or carer? Would you consider donating your time and expertise on next year’s Lourdes Pilgrimage? Every year sick pilgrims are able to make the journey to Lourdes thanks to the support of a dedicated Healthcare Team. Without their expertise many pilgrims would not be able to go. If you are a healthcare professional and would like to try something new, please consider joining us. You will make a real difference. For more information, and to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code:
The Monthly Mass for those with additional needs (and their families/carers) will be celebrated at St. Brigid’s on Sunday, 28th December at 4.00 pm.  All welcome.

Why the birth of Jesus was first announced to shepherds:  God chose shepherds because Jesus Himself came as the Good Shepherd.  God revealed the birth of the true Shepherd to those who understood the meaning of shepherding more than anyone else. They were poor, but their hearts were prepared.  God also chose shepherds to show that the Gospel is for everyone, not just the learned or powerful. Jesus was born in a manger, among animals. It makes sense that His first visitors were men who lived their lives among animals.  Again, God chose shepherds because they were watching.  Their eyes were open. Their hearts were awake and God still comes to those who watch, those who are alert, prayerful, and waiting.  When they heard the message, the shepherds responded.  Faith moves.  Faith leaves everything to seek Jesus.  Finally, God chose shepherds because glory is seen not in palaces, but in a manger, where the last become the first. May we learn from the shepherds: to listen, to hurry toward Jesus, to be humble and to share the Good News with joy.

The World Day of Peace, instituted by Pope St. Paul VI, takes place each year on 1st January.  Additionally, the second Sunday in Ordinary Time (which in 2026 falls on 18th January) is designated ‘Peace Sunday’.  The theme of Pope Leo’s World Peace Day message is ‘Peace be with you all: towards an unarmed and disarming peace’.  

St. Mary’s Convent  in Handsworth have announced a number of dates for guided tours for visitors for 2026.  The first visit is on Wednesday, 14th January.  Please see the Diocesan website for more details.
[image: ]
The week between Christmas and New Year’s doesn’t follow normal rules:
Time feels blurry. Days don’t have names. Everyone’s living off leftovers, cold coffee, and whatever snack is closest. The decorations are still up, but the rush is gone. The excitement has softened into something quieter. Pajamas become an outfit. Bedtimes loosen. The house stays a little messier, and somehow… that’s okay. It’s a week of exhaling. No countdowns. No expectations. Just space. Kids are home. Laughter shows up randomly. The calendar finally gives us permission to slow down without guilt. It’s not the magic of Christmas or the promise of a fresh start yet, it’s the pause in between. And maybe that’s the best part. Because this week isn’t about doing more. It’s about sitting in what already was. Letting memories settle. Letting tired bodies rest. Letting hearts catch up. Before the goals, the resolutions, and the noise return, there’s this quiet, overlooked week reminding us that rest is productive too. And we don’t have to rush through it.

[image: ]PRAYERFUL CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR GREETINGS: May Jesus be reborn in your heart and life during Christmas 2025 and every day of the New Year 2026. May He radiate His presence from within you as sharing love, unconditional forgiveness, humble service, a compassionate heart and overflowing generosity. May the Holy Babe of Bethlehem bless you with health in body and soul and grant you a peaceful and blessed New Year. I assure you of my special prayers during my Christmas Holy Masses and every day in the New Year.
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