OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER RC CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY –  4TH JANUARY, 2026

	Readings:   Sirach 24:1-2,8-12                     Psalm:147                          Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18              St John 1:1-18,19-23
Psalm response:   The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.     Mass book page 111

	Saturday 3rd January 2026- Baptism
	11:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Tommy Richard Taylor
Confessions
+Marie Smythe

	Sunday 4th Jan 2026
Second Sunday after the Nativity
Baptism
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
1:00pm Our Lady’s
	+George Regan   + Margaret Izon
+Kathleen Healy
Cora Marie Varley, Charlie Michael Marshall

	Tuesday 6th Jan – St James School
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

	9:00 am Our Lady’s
12:00 pm St John Fisher

	+Linda Bennett
+ Peter Vince  

	Wednesday 07th Jan
	10:00 am St John Fisher
	+Fr Philip Smith

	Thursday 8th Jan 
 Reception into Church
	10:00 am Our Lady’s
7:00 pm St John Fisher
	Children, Teachers and staff of our 3 schools
+ Margaret Izon

	Friday 9th Jan - Requiem Mass 
	11:00 am St John Fisher
	+ Margaret Izon

	Saturday 10th Jan – Baptism
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

	11:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Morris, Maira and Montague McCarthy
Confessions
Roger Bush and Family, +Michael McCluskey B’day Anniv, +Sophie Masterson B’day Remembrance

	Sunday 11th January 2026
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	Intentions of Frances and Michael Crockett
+ Margaret Birks Anniv.      Intentions of Neville Berrill


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 5 Herbert Tubb, 6 Maurice Crockett, Lesley Lynch, Matthew Kelly, John McGeown, Olive Chapman, Andrew Borg, 7 Herbert Walters, Kathleen Kissane, 8 John Bennie, Horace Ellison, Sr Rita Gaynor, James & Evelyn Smythe, Elizabeth Ellison, 9 Mary Quinn, James Hill, Ann Rayner, Tom Fox, 10 Georgette Warltire, Charles Priddey, Maurice O’Connor, Brendan Scott, Patrick Smyth, 11 Eileen Slattery, Peter Thompson, Anne James, Martin Quinlan and William Coady
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF) 

	Gift Aid: £91.00
	Total £483.20
Church Mass Attendance: 229
	Gift Aid £110.60
	Total: £502.46
Church Mass
Attendance: 196

	Lose Money: 259.20
Contactless: £133
Homeless at Christmas £401.81
	
	Loose Money: £226.86
Contactless: £45 - Roof: £120
Homeless At Christmas £ 132.65

	

	Green Bucket: Church Maintenance Fund
	Green Bucket: Church Maintenance Fund



Dear all  Parish Family, and the Families of St Columba, St James, and St John Fisher Schools, I would like to express my heartfelt and sincere thanks to each and every one of you for the overwhelming kindness, love, and generosity you have shown during this Christmas season. Thank you for your beautiful Christmas cards, kind words, generous gifts, presents, sweets, cakes, festive dinners, mince pies, flowers, and all the thoughtful gestures that truly touched my heart. Because of you, I experienced a Christmas filled with great joy, warmth, and gratitude. Celebrating the birth of our Lord together made this season truly special, and I am deeply thankful for your constant support, prayers, and blessings.

It has been a wonderful and grace-filled week for our parish community. We were truly blessed to welcome an enormous number of people to our two churches for the Christmas Masses. It was heart-warming to see so many familiar faces and new visitors, all rejoicing together. Many commented on how beautifully decorated our churches were and how welcomed and at home they felt—this is a true sign of a living and loving parish.

My sincere appreciation goes to all who worked tirelessly behind the scenes and in visible ministries to make our celebrations so meaningful: our Choir groups, Wardens, Altar Servers, Volunteers, Flower Ladies, Children’s Liturgy Groups, Church Cleaning Groups, Eucharistic Ministers, Grounds Maintenance Groups, Finance Teams, Parish Administrators, PSRs, Parish Hall Teams, Sacristans, Catechists, Prayer Groups, Social Events Groups, ALPHA Organising Team, RCIA Organising Team, Youth Group, Parish Renewal Steering Group, Life in the Spirit Group, Bible Study Group, Divine Renovation Group, Readers  and everyone involved in any way. Your dedication, time, and service are a true gift to the Church and to one another. As Sacred Scripture reminds us: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

May the joy, peace, and hope of Christ born among us continue to fill your hearts and homes throughout the New Year. Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your families, and I humbly ask you to keep me in your prayers as well. Once again, thank you for being such a wonderful, faith-filled, and caring parish and school family. May God bless you abundantly.  With gratitude and prayers,  Fr Srinu.

Deaths: Please pray for MARGARET IZON who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Thursday 08th January at 7:00 pm, followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Friday 09th January at 11:00 am and committal and burial at Kings Norton Cemetery. Please also pray for the repose of the souls of Monsignor Morgan and Fr. David Keniry.  May they all rest in peace. Amen.

SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  We take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year. God bless. Our Food Bank dates for next half term are Thursday 15th January, Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February.

Pray 24 Brum is a prayer relay, each hour being led by a different group.  It begins at St. Martin’s Church in the Bullring at 9.00 am on Friday, 23rd January and ends on Saturday, 24th January at 9.00 am.  If we can, we are asked to take part in praying for our City, even just for a short time.

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information. Could you be a Healthcare Volunteer in Lourdes? Are you a doctor, nurse or carer? Would you consider donating your time and expertise on next year’s Lourdes Pilgrimage? Every year sick pilgrims are able to make the journey to Lourdes thanks to the support of a dedicated Healthcare Team. Without their expertise many pilgrims would not be able to go. If you are a healthcare professional and would like to try something new, please consider joining us. You will make a real difference. For more information, and to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code.
The World Day of Peace, instituted by Pope St. Paul VI, takes place each year on 1st January.  Additionally, the second Sunday in Ordinary Time (which in 2026 falls on 18th January) is designated ‘Peace Sunday’.  The theme of Pope Leo’s World Peace Day message is ‘Peace be with you all: towards an unarmed and disarming peace’.  

St. Mary’s Convent  in Handsworth have announced a number of dates for guided tours for visitors for 2026.  The first visit is on Wednesday, 14th January.  Please see the Diocesan website for more details.

Altar Servers   Many people think altar servers are just ‘helpers at Mass’, but their story is far bigger, older, and more beautiful than most people know.  If we go back to the beginning … the first Altar Servers were young, brave and faithful.  When Christians worshipped in secret, they held lamps so the priest could see; they watched to make sure no soldiers were coming, prepared the bread and wine and protected the Eucharist.  If danger came, they hid the Sacred Vessels under their clothes.  Some even died while protecting the Body of Christ.  They were not called ‘Altar Servers’ then, but their work was the same.  As the Church grew, they became known as ‘Acolytes’ and they were chosen by the Bishop.  However, what Altar Servers did then, they still do today.  When the Gospel is read, they stand with candles; at the Consecration they kneel beside the Altar.  During the distribution of Communion, they watch carefully – respectful with hands folded.  When a Server puts on a cassock today, he or she is not just getting dressed for Mass; they are wearing 2,000 years of Christian history.  They are not just ‘helping’; they are continuing a holy tradition.  They serve at the Table of the Lord and carry the history of the early Church in their hands.  And so we thank God for Alfie, our principal ‘Altar Server’ who instructs, leads and guides our younger Altar Servers in this most noble of ministries in both our parishes.  May God continue to bless them and all Servers as they carry out their duties with love and reverence, keeping the flame of faith alive.

Heavenly Father, as I stand at the threshold of this new year, I come before You with a heart full of hope and trust. Thank you for the gift of another year; for the grace You have given me and for Your faithful presence in my life. I place this new year into Your hands.  Guide my steps, protect my heart and help me to grow closer to You each day. Bless my family, my work, my relationships and all the intentions I carry in my heart. Give me strength in trials, wisdom in the decisions I make and peace in moments of uncertainty.  Amen


WE WISH ALL OUR PARISH FAMILIES AND FRIENDS A BLESSED, HAPPY AND HEALTHY
[image: Year 2026 Images - Free Download on Freepik]
May God bless you all.
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