OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD– 11TH JANUARY, 2026

	Readings:   Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7                    Psalm:28                         Acts 10:34-38           St Matthew 3:17
Psalm response:   The Lord will bless his people with peace.     Mass book page 118

	Saturday 10th January – Baptism
Feast Of the Baptism of the Lord

	11:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Morris, Maira and Montague McCarthy
Confessions
Intentions of Roger Bush and Family, +Michael McCluskey B’day Anni, +Sophie Masterson B’day remembrance

	Sunday 11th January 2026
Feast Of the Baptism of the Lord

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	Mark Gannon 70th B’Day, Intentions of Frances and Michael Crockett
Alice Chrobot 1st B’Day, +Mary & Raymond Walker, 
+ Margaret Birks, Intentions of Neville Berrill

	Wednesday 14th January
	Private Mass
7:30 pm St John Fisher Hall
	+Alf – Irene Clarke
Emmaus Men’s Group Meeting

	Thursday 15th January
	Private Mass
	Well being of Irene Clarke (Junior)

	Friday 16th January
	Private Mass
	+Mary O’Neill

	Saturday 17th January –
Second Sunday in Ordinary time

	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Thanksgiving – McCleary Family

	Sunday 18th January 2026
Second Sunday in Ordinary time

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	+Pat (Patricia) Mungovan – 1st Anniversary, +Paul Meehan
+Margaret Izon


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 12 Roy Beech, Erica Iseli, Roger Docherty, 13 Harry Salmon, Frank Duffy, Jennie Begley, John Flower, John Ryan, John Kavanagh, John Halloran,14 Patrick Banville, Raymond & Mary Walker, Francis Caves, 15 Brendan Reilly, Elizabeth Langham, Anna O’Keeffe, 16Timothy O’Donovan, William Parfitt, Kay Miller, 17 Henri Legge, Tommy Geraghty, George Clinton, Frances Hurley, 18 Aloysius Sutherland, Ronald McEwan.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.Bernadette Dunbar.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £85.00
	Total £548.92
Church Mass Attendance: 243
	Gift Aid £
	Total: £
Church Mass
Attendance:

	Lose Money: 304.92
Contactless: £163.00
Homeless at Christmas £884.00
	
	Loose Money: £
Contactless: £40
Homeless At Christmas £

	

	Green Bucket: Church Maintenance Fund
	Green Bucket: Church Maintenance Fund


Deaths: Please pray for. The reception of Fr David Keniry’s body will be at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Burntwood WS7 0BB on 13th January at 6pm,  followed by the celebration of Holy Mass and the Funeral Mass will be celebrated on 14th January at 12 noon; Archbishop Bernard Longley will preside. Reception of Mgr Vaughan’s body will be at the Oxford Oratory  on Thursday 15th January at 5pm, followed by Vespers and Mass Bishop Timothy Menezes presiding. The Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Friday 16th January at 11.30am.  Pray for Mrs Irene Agg who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Tuesday 27th Jan at 4:00 pm and followed by Requiem Mass on Wednesday 28th January at 10:30 am.  May they all rest in peace. Amen.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our Next Baptismal Preparation will be on Saturday 21st February 2026 at 5:30 pm in Our Lady’s Church – Rednal. And another Preparation session will be on Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church – West Heath. 
Dear Parishioners and Families of St James, St Columba and St John Fisher Schools, as we begin the New Year of 2026, we are also entering an important time of renewal and collaboration within our parishes. As part of the Archdiocesan Plan for 2030 and the formation of the New Area Cluster of five parishes, we will be reorganising and restructuring our Baptismal preparation and the celebration of the Sacraments. Our parishes are now part of the Northfield Cluster, working closely together with:
	•	St Brigid’s Parish – Northfield
	•	St Rose of Lima Parish – Weoley Castle
	•	St Peter’s Parish – Bartley Green
	•	Our Lady’s Parish – Rednal
	•	St John Fisher Parish – West Heath
This shared approach allows us to follow the same structure across the cluster and to support one another through the cooperation and encouragement of all the priests involved. I would like to share that this is the model already being used by Fr Cecil and Canon Gary Buckby, and they have found it to be very positive and fruitful. They have seen encouraging numbers, parishioners uplifted by the presence of new young families, and a genuine sense of joy and positive energy within parish life. Both Fr Cecil and Canon Gary have strongly encouraged and supported me in promoting this approach, having witnessed its many benefits firsthand.
New Baptismal Preparation Structure
From 2026 onwards, Baptism will be celebrated in three stages:
	•	Families who wish to have their child baptised in one of our parish churches will be asked to attend three Sunday Masses, or to participate every Sunday, as part of their preparation.
	•	This allows families to receive the Sacrament in stages, walking through this wonderful journey of faith with their child, alongside the wider Parish Family.
	•	On the third stage, families may invite relatives and friends to join them.
	•	The Baptism will take place during the Sunday Mass, without adding extra time to the celebration.

This approach reminds us that Baptism is not simply a private occasion, but a joyful moment celebrated within the life of the Church community. It also gives families the opportunity to grow in faith, form relationships, and feel truly welcomed into parish life. We hope and pray that this new structure will encourage more young families to join us regularly, helping our parishes to grow in faith, participation, and vitality for the future. Thank you for your understanding, prayerful support, and cooperation as we move forward together in this new chapter of parish life.

SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  Our Food Bank dates for next half term are Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February. Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances we have to cancel our food bank on THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY. OUR FIRST FOOD PARCELS FOR THIS TERM WILL BE ON THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY.

RCIA PROGRAM: From the 12th of January until Easter time a group of Adults from the recent ALPHA Course are continuing their faith exploration journey and will with God’s grace be welcomed into Catholic Church. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.

Emmaus Men’s Group - Men of both parishes are warmly invited to join the Emmaus Men’s Group, a new gathering inspired by the Emmaus retreat and a shared desire to grow together in faith and prayer. The group offers a welcoming space for praise and worship, shared reflection, teaching rooted in Catholic tradition, and practical exploration of prayer. Our aim is to build friendships, share encouragement and explore our faith and a richer spiritual life. We will meet twice monthly on the second and fourth Wednesdays (starting on 14th January 2026 in St John Fisher Parish Hall at 7.30pm). The group is open to all men — whether you come regularly or are simply curious. For further details speak to Mark Gannon 07734459329   or Greg Hartigan 07966620693 or Bernard O’Connell 07505363791. 

NEW COURSE: Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) You are warmly invited you to a new course designed to consolidate your understanding of the Christian faith over 16 weeks. Rooted in the Bible and the Catechism, this course is designed to help us grow in our understanding our faith and how to live it with confidence. Through Scripture, teaching, and shared conversations, GIFT offers a welcoming space to deepen faith, renew hope, and discover how God’s Word speaks into everyday life. No prior knowledge is needed — all are very welcome: Tuesdays at 7.30pm in Our Lady’s Hall starting Tues 13 Jan 2026. For more details speak to Greg Hartigan on 07966620693. 

Pray 24 Brum is a prayer relay, each hour being led by a different group.  It begins at St. Martin’s Church in the Bullring at 9.00 am on Friday, 23rd January and ends on Saturday, 24th January at 9.00 am.  If we can, we are asked to take part in praying for our City, even just for a short time.

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information, to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code.
The World Day of Peace, instituted by Pope St. Paul VI, takes place each year on 1st January.  Additionally, the second Sunday in Ordinary Time (which in 2026 falls on 18th January) is designated ‘Peace Sunday’.  The theme of Pope Leo’s World Peace Day message is ‘Peace be with you all: towards an unarmed and disarming peace’.  

CELEBRATE Family Festival 2026: 15th - 19th August 2026, Worth School, West Sussex. For more details follow this link. Tickets — CELEBRATE festival

Emmaus Men’s Retreat Team: Dear Brothers, after such an incredible experience together this year, and following the overwhelming positivity from all who attended, we are thrilled to share some exciting news:  we have secured 80 places for next year’s Men’s Retreat! This is our biggest step forward yet, and we’re so grateful for how the retreat continues to grow.  We’re delighted that both David Wells and Bishop Timothy Menezes will be returning to lead us once again. As many of us shared at the end of this year’s retreat, Peter’s passion for inviting men to this weekend was something deeply inspiring, and we know how much we all gained because of it.  In that same spirit, we encourage you not only to book but to invite others: friends, colleagues, parishioners—anyone who would benefit from a weekend of faith, fellowship, and formation. A small note on price: this year the cost is slightly higher. For several years we have subsidised tickets and operated the retreat at a loss. Because we are committed to growing this ministry and reaching more men, we are simply asking everyone to contribute that little bit extra in faith. Thank you for understanding and for supporting the continued growth of the retreat. Booking Link: 👉 https://www.tickettailor.com/events/emmausmensretreat/1971426. Retreat Details📍 The Hayes Conference Centre, Derbyshire 📅 Friday 6th – Sunday 8th November 2026, 🍽️ Fully catered, en-suite rooms, beautiful grounds.

‘Born for This’ – Symphony Hall – Wednesday 25th March 7pm CJM’s ‘Born For this’ is being performed at Symphony Hall on Wednesday 25th March at 7pm.  It will feature live music by Jo Boyce, CJM music and a small orchestra.  They will be supported by a choir of 300+ young voices from Catholic secondary schools across Birmingham and Solihull, including St Thomas Aquinas students.  A cast of talented actors and dancers spanning the 30 year history of ‘Born For This’, will be bringing the past, present and future of BFT together, for one very special performance.
Tickets can be purchased directly from Symphony Hall or by using the following link: Born for This: CJM Music & Birmingham and Solihull Catholic Secondary Schools | B:Music

St John Fisher Catholic Primary School – West Heath: Please can  I ask that parents /carers of any baptised children who are seeking a school place for September, bring their baptism certificate directly in to the school as evidence of baptism and reserve your place. Mrs  L Rogers -  Principal.

We are invited to attend The Great Awakening  which takes place on Saturday, 24th January from 9 am to 4.30 pm at the Bethel Convention Centre, West Bromwich. There will be a number of guest speakers, including Bishop Tim Menezes.  Highlights of the day will include Holy Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and activities for children. More details available on the Diocesan website.

The Dupuis Retreat and Conference Centre  at St. Paul’s Convent in Selly Park will be hosting quiet days of prayer during 2026.  The date for the first day of prayer is Wednesday, 4th March from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.  Sr. Pauline Myers, SP will be leading the day and the cost is £20.  Those attending are asked to bring their own lunch.  Tea and coffee will be provided.  See the Diocesan website for more dates during 2026.
