OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 18TH JANUARY, 2026

	Readings:   Isaiah 49:3,5-6;                Psalm:39                        1 Corinthians 1:1-3;        St John 1:29-34
Psalm response:   Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will.     Mass book page 125

	Saturday 17th January –
Second Sunday in Ordinary time

	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Thanksgiving – McCleary Family   Intentions of Parishioners and Families

	Sunday 18th January 2026
Peace Day & Christian Unity
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	+Pat (Patricia) Mungovan – 1st Anniversary       +Paul Meehan
+Margaret Izon,  + Mary Driscoll, +Tony Shadforth

		Tuesday 20th January
	7.30 pm Our Lady’s Church Hall
	Growing in Faith Course – Session 2

	Wednesday 21st January – St Agnes

	10:00 am St John Fisher
7:30 pm St John Fisher Hall
	+ Patrick Joseph Hevey, + Dorothy Maureen Gill, + Kathleen Durnian
Emmaus Men’s Group Meeting

	Thursday 22nd January
	10:00 am St Columba School
	Intentions of Melvyn, Wendy Berrill and Family 

	Friday 23rd January
	9:15 am St James School
12:00 pm St John Fisher 
	Year 6 Class Mass
Intentions of Liz and Joe, Intentions of Breda

	Saturday 24th January – St Francis de Sales
Third Sunday in Ordinary time

	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Lourdes Appeal - STACS     + John James Byrne   + Pat Hughes   + Teresa Nealon

	Sunday 25th January 2026
Third Sunday in Ordinary time

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	Lourdes Appeal - STACS    + Margaret Izon   + Mary Boyle + Kevin McWilliams
Lourdes Appeal - STACS    + Steve McNamee   + Nancy Witcomb   + Anne Conlon



Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: Jocelyn Scott19 Attilio Domachi, Bridget Miles, Wallace Gibbs, Thomas Adderley. William Young22 James Barr, Arthur Lister, Rose Lewis, James Smith, Susan Gallagher, Anthony Prendergast23 Mary Jones, Terry Burns, Maurice Bennett, James Edmonds, Hilda Wilcox,  24 George Smith, Joseph Beech, Josie Blair, John Byrne, Mary O’Keeffe, Johanna O’Mahoney25 Michael Sheehan, Clarissa Abrahams, Fred Wareham, Annie Turner and Georgette Bowen.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth and Bernadette Dunbar.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)4/1 & 11/1

	Gift Aid: £47.00
	Total £460.04
Church Mass Attendance: 112
	Gift Aid £312.50 &£114.00
	Total: £511.19 & £240.72
Church Mass
Attendance:

	Lose Money: 220.04
Contactless: £193.00
Church Maintenance Fund £44.50

	
	Loose Money: £199.40 & £126.72
Contactless: £5.00
Christmas Baubles £30.00
Church Maintenance Fund £82.83

	

	Green Bucket: Pax Christi
	Second Collection Pax Christi


Deaths: Please pray for the souls of Phylis Workman, Pat Buttler and Barbara Clayton who died this week.   Please also pray for Mrs Irene Agg who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Tuesday 27th January at 4:00 pm,  followed by Requiem Mass on Wednesday 28th January at 10:30 am.  May they all rest in peace. Amen.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our Next Baptismal Preparation will be on Saturday 21st February 2026 at 5:30 pm in Our Lady’s Church – Rednal. And another Preparation session will be on Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church – West Heath. 
Dear Parishioners and Families of St James, St Columba and St John Fisher Schools, as we begin the New Year of 2026, we are also entering an important time of renewal and collaboration within our parishes. As part of the Archdiocesan Plan for 2030 and the formation of the New Area Cluster of five parishes, we will be reorganising and restructuring our Baptismal preparation and the celebration of the Sacraments. Our parishes are now part of the Northfield Cluster, working closely together with:
	•	St Brigid’s Parish – Northfield
	•	St Rose of Lima Parish – Weoley Castle
	•	St Peter’s Parish – Bartley Green
	•	Our Lady’s Parish – Rednal
	•	St John Fisher Parish – West Heath
This shared approach allows us to follow the same structure across the cluster and to support one another through the cooperation and encouragement of all the priests involved. I would like to share that this is the model already being used by Fr Cecil and Canon Gary Buckby, and they have found it to be very positive and fruitful. They have seen encouraging numbers, parishioners uplifted by the presence of new young families, and a genuine sense of joy and positive energy within parish life. Both Fr Cecil and Canon Gary have strongly encouraged and supported me in promoting this approach, having witnessed its many benefits firsthand.
New Baptismal Preparation Structure
From 2026 onwards, Baptism will be celebrated in three stages:
	•	Families who wish to have their child baptised in one of our parish churches will be asked to attend three Sunday Masses, or to participate every Sunday, as part of their preparation.  This allows families to receive the Sacrament in stages, walking through this wonderful journey of faith with their child, alongside the wider Parish Family.
	•	On the third stage, families may invite relatives and friends to join them.
	•	The Baptism will take place during the Sunday Mass, without adding extra time to the celebration.
This approach reminds us that Baptism is not simply a private occasion, but a joyful moment celebrated within the life of the Church community. It also gives families the opportunity to grow in faith, form relationships, and feel truly welcomed into parish life. We hope and pray that this new structure will encourage more young families to join us regularly, helping our parishes to grow in faith, participation, and vitality for the future. Thank you for your understanding, prayerful support, and cooperation as we move forward together in this new chapter of parish life.

SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  Our Food Bank dates for next half term are Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February. Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances we had to cancel our food bank on THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY.  OUR FIRST FOOD PARCELS FOR THIS TERM WILL BE ON THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY.

St  John Fisher School Mini Vinnies School and Parish Bingo! On Friday 30th  January at 3:45 the Mini Vinnies will be leading an after-school bingo session! Children will need to be accompanied by an adult to come along, and we promise for there to be lots of fun! Tickets will go on sale next week for just £1 entry per person and tickets for the games will be on sale at the event. Tickets are available via the school office or if you see Carmel in Church after Mass on Sunday. Funds raised will be used to support for Srinu’s India appeal. The funds generated will be utilised for a school building project. The school building will serve as place of learning, hope and formation. Please come along to support this good cause.

RCIA PROGRAM: From the 12th of January until Easter time a group of Adults from the recent ALPHA Course are continuing their faith exploration journey and will with God’s grace be welcomed into Catholic Church. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.

Emmaus Men’s Group - Men of both parishes are warmly invited to join the Emmaus Men’s Group, a new gathering inspired by the Emmaus retreat and a shared desire to grow together in faith and prayer. The group offers a welcoming space for praise and worship, shared reflection, teaching rooted in Catholic tradition, and practical exploration of prayer. Our aim is to build friendships, share encouragement and explore our faith and a richer spiritual life. We will meet twice monthly on the second and fourth Wednesdays (starting on 14th January 2026 in St John Fisher Parish Hall at 7.30pm). The group is open to all men — whether you come regularly or are simply curious. For further details speak to Mark Gannon 07734459329   or Greg Hartigan 07966620693 or Bernard O’Connell 07505363791. 

NEW COURSE: Growing in Faith Together (GIFT)(Session2) This week’s session we are looking at The Trinity of Love-God. How to know  God’s love for you. This module explores the doctrine of the Trinity as the eternal communion of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grounding Christian theology in God’s relational being and self-giving love.  You are warmly invited to join us. The  course is designed to consolidate your understanding of the Christian faith through the bible and the Catholic Catechism. No prior knowledge is needed- all are welcome: this coming Tuesday at 7.30pm. in Our Lady’s Hall. For more details speak to Greg Hartigan on 07966620693. 

Pray 24 Brum is a prayer relay, each hour being led by a different group.  It begins at St. Martin’s Church in the Bullring at 9.00 am on Friday, 23rd January and ends on Saturday, 24th January at 9.00 am.  If we can, we are asked to take part in praying for our City, even just for a short time.

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information, to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code.
Marriage Preparation residential weekend course, 13 - 15 March 2026: The CHC’s weekend marriage prep course is intended for couples who wish to engage more deeply with the Catholic vision for marriage. Structured around the elements of the marriage rite, couples will reflect deeply on foundational Scriptural texts to gain a deeper understanding of both the natural and Sacramental aspects of Matrimony. The weekend is framed by prayer, time for reflection personally and as a couple, group discussion and a social.  https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/marriage-preparation 

‘Born for This’ – Symphony Hall – Wednesday 25th March 7pm CJM’s ‘Born For this’ is being performed at Symphony Hall on Wednesday 25th March at 7pm.  It will feature live music by Jo Boyce, CJM music and a small orchestra.  They will be supported by a choir of 300+ young voices from Catholic secondary schools across Birmingham and Solihull, including St Thomas Aquinas students.  A cast of talented actors and dancers spanning the 30 year history of ‘Born For This’, will be bringing the past, present and future of BFT together, for one very special performance.
Tickets can be purchased directly from Symphony Hall or by using the following link: Born for This: CJM Music & Birmingham and Solihull Catholic Secondary Schools | B:Music

St John Fisher Catholic Primary School – West Heath: Please can  I ask that parents /carers of any baptised children who are seeking a school place for September, bring their baptism certificate directly into the school as evidence of baptism in order to reserve your child’s place.   Thank you.  Mrs  L Rogers -  Principal.

We are invited to attend The Great Awakening  which takes place on Saturday, 24th January from 9 am to 4.30 pm at the Bethel Convention Centre, West Bromwich. There will be a number of guest speakers, including Bishop Tim Menezes.  Highlights of the day will include Holy Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and activities for children. More details available on the Diocesan website.

The Dupuis Retreat and Conference Centre  at St. Paul’s Convent in Selly Park will be hosting quiet days of prayer during 2026.  The date for the first day of prayer is Wednesday, 4th March from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.  Sr. Pauline Myers, SP will be leading the day and the cost is £20.  Those attending are asked to bring their own lunch.  Tea and coffee will be provided.  See the Diocesan website for more dates during 2026.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  takes place from 18th to 25th January.  The theme for this year’s prayer is ‘One Body, One Spirit’.  Please visit the Diocesan website to access the prayers and reflections for the Week of Prayer.  These have been prepared by the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Armenian Catholic and Evangelical Churches.

St. John Henry Newman Exhibition   -  An invitation from St. Mary’s College, Oscott, to view an exhibition which features artefacts from Oscott’s collection and the Birmingham Archdiocesan Archives.  This new exhibition explores St. John Henry’s friendships, his faith and the Birmingham that shaped his Catholic mission.  The dates of the exhibition tours are 28th January, 11th February,  25th February and 11th March.  All tours begin at 1 pm.  Those interested are asked to visit the Diocesan website to book a tour.

Could you befriend a refugee?    Why not attend a Refugee Befriending Day on Saturday, 7th February at St. John’s Church, Harborne, from 9.45 am to 4 pm to see if you think you might be interested.  More details on the Diocesan website.

The one time at Mass unlike any other, when Heaven falls silent  -  No hymns or movements: just silence.  It is the Consecration.  The Priest has spoken the words of Jesus ‘This is my Body.  This is my Blood’ and Heaven responds with awe because something sacred has just happened.  Bread is no longer bread.  Wine is no longer wine.  Jesus is now truly present, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity.  After the Consecration the Priest kneels, bows and waits and we wait with him.  The silence speaks what words cannot; that ‘God is here’.  At that moment Angels adore, Heaven leans towards the Altar and Christ stands among His people as the Lamb once slain.  In this moment we should whisper in our hearts ‘My Lord and my God’.  That is enough because after the Consecration, silence is the loudest confession of faith the Church makes.  The silence after the Consecration is not a pause in the Mass; it is the Heart of the Mass.

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Heavenly Father, we ask you to send labourers into your harvest. Inspire, in the hearts of your people, vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life. Bless our families with a spirit of generosity, so that those whom you call have the courage to give themselves to your Church in faith. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Medjugorje Apostolate Annual Retreat: Friday 13 March to Sunday 15 March 2026 at the Kairos Centre, Roehampton, London to be led by Fr Svetozar Kraljević OFM For more information and to book please contact  Paul Spencer at pilgrimsofmary@hotmail.com or on 07710567183

Go With Hope: 7th March 2026 - 10am - 5pm: Go with Hope, is our upcoming Diocesan Youth Day at the stunning Oscott College for young people year 7 - 13. Join us as we celebrate the legacy of the Jubilee of  Hope, its impact and how we continue to live as pilgrims of hope. We are delighted to have Jaz and Tommy from SVP (and Flame fame) speak to us on how to action our received Hope and share it with others. Beccy Roseman, our Chaplaincy Coordinator helping us delve deeper in our own personal relationships with Jesus. The day will feature various workshops, streamed for where your young people are on their journey of faith. Join us for a day of fun, worship, formation, reflection and Mass celebrated by Bishop Timothy in the beautiful Oscott Chapel. To book follow this link. https://www.tfaforms.com/5197789 For more information contact maria.bracken@kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk


