OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking: bookings.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 25TH JANUARY, 2026

	Readings:   Isaiah 9:1b-4           Psalm: 27                       1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17                Matthew 4:12-23
Psalm response:   The Lord is my light and my salvation.

	Saturday 24th January –
Third Sunday in Ordinary time

	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+ John James Byrne   + Pat Hughes   + Teresa Nealon

	Sunday 25th Jan – World Leprosy Day
Third Sunday in Ordinary time
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
	St Thomas Acquinas Appeal, + Margaret Izon   + Mary Boyle  + Kevin McWill
STACS Appeal + Steve McNamee   + Nancy Witcomb   + Anne Conlon

	Monday 26th January St Timothy & St Titus
	7:00 pm Our Lady’s Hall
	RCIA Program

	Tuesday 27th January
	7:30 pm Our Lady’s Church Hall
7:30 pm St Stephen’s Church
	Growing in Faith Course – 3rd Session
Churches together on B45 Meeting

	Wednesday 28th January
Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas
	10:30 am St. John Fisher
7:30 pm St John Fisher Hall
	Requiem Mass for Mrs. Irene Agg
Emmaus Men’s Group Meeting

	Thursday 29th January
	10:00 am Waseley Hills Crem
	+ Baby Funeral

	Friday 30th January- Candle Mas
	9:15 am St James School
12:00 pm St John Fisher
3:45 pm St John Fisher School
	Kathleen Langham Intentions 
+Fr Brendan McConvery, Intentions of Staff of St. John Fisher
Mini Vinnies School/Parish Bingo

	Saturday 31st January –
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary time

	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
STACS APPEAL, + Winnie (Anne Lee’s Mother), +Dorothy and John Ginns

	Sunday 1st February 2026
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary time

	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	+ Joan O’Grady,  + Margaret Izon     + Anthony Herron
+ Denis Ruffle, + Pat Hughes


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: Jocelyn Scott19 Attilio Domachi, Bridget Miles, Wallace Gibbs, Thomas Adderley. William Young22 James Barr, Arthur Lister, Rose Lewis, James Smith, Susan Gallagher, Anthony Prendergast23 Mary Jones, Terry Burns, Maurice Bennett, James Edmonds, Hilda Wilcox,  24 George Smith, Joseph Beech, Josie Blair, John Byrne, Mary O’Keeffe, Johanna O’Mahoney25 Michael Sheehan, Clarissa Abrahams, Fred Wareham, Annie Turner and Georgette Bowen.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth and Bernadette Dunbar.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £142.00
	Total £638.93
Church Mass Attendance: 245
	Gift Aid £279.50
	Total: £520.92
Church Mass
Attendance:215

	Lose Money: £316.93
Contactless: £180.00
Green Bucket: Pax Christi £20.61

	
	Loose Money: £186.42
Contactless: £55.00
Green Bucket: Pax Christi £164.68

	

	St Thomas Acquinas School Lourdes Appeal
	St Thomas Acquinas School Lourdes Appeal


Deaths: Please pray for the souls of Pat Buttler and Barbara Clayton who died recently.  Please also pray for Mrs Irene Agg whose Funeral Requiem Mass is on Wednesday 28th January at 10:30 am.  Pray for Fr Simon Bishop SJ whose Funeral Requiem Mass will take place on Tuesday 3rd February at 11:00 am at St Mary’s Church, Harborne. Pray for Fr. Brian Wall, Phylis Workman, Pat Buttler, Barbara Clayton, Fr Brendan McConvery,  Karen Greenwood. May they all rest in peace. Amen.
Diocesan Plan 2030 – The Future. Diocese and Parish
Diocesan Pastoral Plan and Implementation:  The Diocesan vision is in these 3 bulletin points below, (very much like our parish vision).  To develop:
· Missionary Disciples: To be a Church full of intentional disciples actively living out their faith and spreading the Gospel.
· Vibrant Communities: Cultivating faith-filled communities where people serve God and their neighbours joyfully.
· [image: The Four Pillars of the Church | Worthy of the Gospel]Co-responsibility: Encouraging more lay people to be involved in collaborative ministry, sharing responsibility for the Church's mission. 
The four ‘pillars’ below describe how we go about fulfilling the Church’s, Jesus’s mission: 
1. Evangelisation: Announcing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.
2. Formation: Developing people's faith through education and spiritual growth (Envision, Encounter, Equip).
3. Liturgy & Worship: Finding new impetus for Christ's work through the Mass and sacraments.
4. Social Outreach: Building the common good through charitable work with vulnerable people (Caritas). 
[image: Pastoral Plan – Diocese of Ferns]The above is nothing new.  It has been the call of the Gospel for two thousand years.  The Problem, in short, is that mass attendance is dropping and numbers of priests is falling fast too.  Some would argue that it’s happening because we  lost sight of the Mission.    The consequences are that parishes   are finding it hard to sustain their buildings and priests are   being asked to cover/serve up to four ‘parishes’.  The Diocese  is also running at a huge financial deficit each year and parishes are often struggling financially too. 

The plan is to reduce the number of parishes from 200 to 50 (it sounds drastic) across the whole Diocese in the next 5 years.  But that doesn’t mean 150 churches will close.  There will be parishes working together in ‘clusters’ served by one priest.  However, some churches will close to strengthen other communities nearby, increase capacity to fulfil the mission and make the new parish more vibrant and hopefully, more sustainable.  It is frightening for many lay people.  It is also a shock for priests who already feel stretched.  The aim is to complete the reorganisation by 2030.

What about OLPS & SJF: We are assigned to be in a cluster with Northfield. Our parishes have not even met to discuss this yet.  If our Cluster went to two priests and two deacons, how would we fulfil the mission in all 5 churches and their communities?  That is one of the many challenges we will face in the very near future.     We may have plans for our parishes, but our responsibilities will be widened once parishes are joined/amalgamated.  That is something we have to bear in mind and to pray about.

Over the years, most parishes have been blessed by so many Irish priests, in more recent year priests from India, the Philippines, Vietnam and West African nations.  We can all see the blessings of good lay leaders but let’s also pray that more will be called to serve the Church as priests, deacons and religious.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our Next Baptismal Preparation will be on Saturday 21st February 2026 at 5:30 pm in Our Lady’s Church – Rednal. And another Preparation session will be on Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church – West Heath. 

SVP: Dear friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your support, food and financial donations to the SVP over the last term. It is only because of your generosity that we can keep our food bank, which is a much- needed service, going.  OUR FIRST FOOD PARCELS FOR THIS TERM WILL BE ON THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY and the next one will be on  Thursday 29th January and Thursday 12th February. 

NEW COURSE: Growing in Faith Together (GIFT)-(session 3): This week we are looking at the Fracture of Creation — Creation and Rebellion. How to make sense of a broken world. This module examines God’s good creation, humanity’s vocation within it, and the theological meaning of sin, fallenness, and the disordered state of the world. You are warmly invited to join us. The course is designed to consolidate your understanding of the Christian faith through the Bible and the Catholic Catechism. No prior knowledge is needed — all are very welcome: this coming Tuesday at 7.30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. For more details speak to Greg Hartigan on 07966620693. 

2026 Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:  The dates for next year’s Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes are Monday, 25th May to Saturday, 30th May 2026.  The theme for next year’s pilgrimage is: ‘Hail Mary; the Lord is with Thee’.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information, to access the Volunteer Pilgrimage Pack and an application form, please visit  https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage or scan the QR code.
‘Born for This’ – Symphony Hall – Wednesday 25th March 7pm CJM’s ‘Born For this’ is being performed at Symphony Hall on Wednesday 25th March at 7pm.  It will feature live music by Jo Boyce, CJM music and a small orchestra.  They will be supported by a choir of 300+ young voices from Catholic secondary schools across Birmingham and Solihull, including St Thomas Aquinas students.  A cast of talented actors and dancers spanning the 30-year history of ‘Born For This’, will be bringing the past, present and future of BFT together, for one very special performance.  Tickets can be purchased directly from Symphony Hall or by using the following link: Born for This: CJM Music & Birmingham and Solihull Catholic Secondary Schools | B:Music

The Dupuis Retreat and Conference Centre  at St. Paul’s Convent in Selly Park will be hosting quiet days of prayer during 2026.  The date for the first day of prayer is Wednesday, 4th March from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.  Sr. Pauline Myers, SP will be leading the day and the cost is £20.  Those attending are asked to bring their own lunch.  Tea and coffee will be provided.  See the Diocesan website for more dates during 2026.

St. John Henry Newman Exhibition   -  An invitation from St. Mary’s College, Oscott, to view an exhibition which features artefacts from Oscott’s collection and the Birmingham Archdiocesan Archives.  This new exhibition explores St. John Henry’s friendships, his faith and the Birmingham that shaped his Catholic mission.  The dates of the exhibition tours are 28th January, 11th February,  25th February and 11th March.  All tours begin at 1 pm.  Those interested are asked to visit the Diocesan website to book a tour.

Watering Whole: A time of worship and prayer for all at St Chad’s Church, New Road, Rubery on Sunday 01st February from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm. It is organised by a small team from St Andrews. All are welcome to join this from all denominations to get together in worship and prayer.

Marriage Care Job Vacancy: Practice and Safeguarding Coordinator: In this permanent, part-time (21 hrs/week), home-based role you will support our Head of Relationship Counselling in the delivery of a safe, professional, sustainable, and accessible relationship counselling service, ensuring an effective service and high-quality experience for clients and volunteers. The role requires some weekend and evening work and travel to our Nottingham office roughly one day per month. For full details on the role please visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk

World Leprosy Day: Sunday 25 January marks World Leprosy Day, which aims to raise awareness of a disease that many people think no longer exists. Each year 200,000 people are diagnosed with leprosy and there are millions more who are living with the damaging consequences of delayed leprosy treatment because of the stigma that still surrounds the disease. St Francis Leprosy Guild (SFLG), which is the UK’s only  Catholic leprosy charity, has been caring for people with  leprosy for over 130 years. Through shared values and faith, we encourage our community to support SFLG’s vital work and keep people with leprosy in your prayers.

Come and Join us: on Wednesday 18th February at St John Fisher Church Hall, West Heath from 10:00 am – 11:30 am for a Tea, Coffee and Hot Chocolate Morning.  Which will be served to you by our 1st year Scholars. This is part of our Citizenship program at the Academy.  Places are limited, please call Obinna on 07424209628 to reserve your seat.

WE WISH ALL STAFF, PUPILS AND PARENTS OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL A HAPPY FEAST DAY ON WEDNESDAY AS THEY CELEBRATE HIS FEAST.
Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know You, a heart to seek You, wisdom to find You, conduct pleasing to You, faithful perseverance in waiting for You, and a hope of finally embracing You.  Amen  (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
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