OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] and (John McHugh) at SJF Church – West Heath. He can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 0121 453 3452

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking:  ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk 07837914363
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlok.com, 07424209628.



	FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – 22nd FEBRUARY, 2026

	Readings: Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7            Psalm: 50               Romans 5:12-19            Matthew 4:1-11
Psalm response: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned.

	Saturday 21st February
First Sunday of Lent
Baptism Preparation
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
17:30 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Intentions of Tom Lenon
Baptism Preparation

	Sunday 22nd February 2026
First Sunday of Lent
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm St Chad’s
	+Daniel and Mary Barrett
Intentions of John Kennedy
Rite of Election Service

	Monday, 23rd February, 2026
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
	For the intentions of PMG

	Tuesday, 24th February, 2026
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
7:30 pm Our Lady’s Hall
	For the intentions of Thomas Persgrove
Growing in Faith Course - Session 6

	Wednesday 25th February

Holy Mass & Stations of the Cross

	7:00 am Our Lady’s
10:00 am St John Fisher
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Gary Hurst
For the intentions of the Brookes Family
For the intentions of Tommy Regan


	Thursday, 26th February
	            7:00 am Our Lady’s
	                                        Sick and Housebound Parishioners

	Friday, 27th February
St James Whole School Mass
Holy Mass & Eucharistic Adoration
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
9:15 am Our Lady’s
12:00 pm St John Fisher
7:00 pm St John Fisher
	+Anna and Joseph Greene
For vocations to Priesthood
+Patrick Kelly
Stations of the Cross

	Saturday 28th February
Second Sunday of Lent
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+ Francis and Annie King,   + Florentina Vlad

	Sunday 1st March 2026
Second Sunday of Lent
Baptism
	9:30 am   St John Fisher
11:15 am   Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+  Fr. Simon Hall
+ Mark Prendi and intentions of Topalli Family
Poppy Elizabeth Keaney


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 24 Teresa Woodward, Raymond Collier, 25 George Harkin, Thomas Doherty, 26 Frances Porter, Richard Stonier, Liam O’Donovan,  27 Dorothy Hall, Br Konrad Boyle O.P., Corazon Forsythe,  28 Francis Carter, Jean Duffy, Elizabeth Carling,  29,  March 1 Mary McGrath, Denis Gallagher, Mary Edmonds, William Thomson, Eddie Conlon, Mary Doyle and Edward Fitzgerald.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth and Bernadette Dunbar, Carmel Hanley and Tommy  Regan.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £120.00
	Total £582.54
Church Mass
Attendance: 229
	Gift Aid £177.50
	Total: £527.81
Church Mass
Attendance: 204

	Loose: £302.54
Dona: £160.00
	
	Loose: £175.31
Dona: £175.00

	

	Second Collection India School £194.80 + £578 + 317.90=£1090.07
Second Collection – Church Maintenance 
	Second Collection India School £302.52+148.15+65= £515.67
Second Collection – Church Maintenance


Deaths: Please pray  for Margaret Dowling who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Wednesday 11th March at 4:30 pm and followed by Funeral Service on Thursday 12th March at 10:45 am and committal at Lodge Hill Crematorium at 12:15 pm.   Please pray too for Margaret Carn who will be received into St Peter’s, Bromsgrove on Tuesday 3rd March at 5:00 pm followed by Funeral Mass on Wednesday, 4th March at 11:00 am.  Pray too for the souls of Phylis Workman and Mr Cecil Buckett.  May they all rest in peace. Amen.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our next Baptismal Preparation Session will be on Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church, West Heath. It is now a requirement that parents bring along a copy of their own baptism certificate.  

✨ Parish Healing Service & Holy Eucharistic Adoration ✨Our next Parish Healing Service during Holy Eucharistic Adoration will take place on Thursday, 5th March at 7:00 pm. You are warmly invited to come and encounter the gentle, restoring presence of the Lord. In the quiet beauty of Adoration, we place our wounds, burdens, and prayers before Jesus, trusting in His healing love and divine mercy. This will be a deeply personal and Spirit-filled evening — a time to rest in His presence, to be renewed in faith, and to experience the powerful grace that flows from the Eucharist. Whether you are seeking physical healing, emotional peace, spiritual strength, or simply a closer walk with Christ, come just as you are. 📖 “He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3).  May this be a sacred moment for you to open your heart and allow God’s love to touch every part of your life. We look forward to praying with you and for you. Come and be blessed. 🙏✨

The Rite of Election is a moment of personal joy for those preparing to enter the Church. We joyfully celebrate that twelve of our brothers and sisters, who have been learning, exploring, and deepening their understanding of the Catholic faith over the past year, will take part in the Rite of Election service at St Chad’s on Sunday.  They will then be received into the Church on Divine Mercy Sunday at Our Lady’s Church, Rednal, accompanied by their families. We give heartfelt thanks to each one of them for their commitment, dedication, and openness to God’s call. We also extend our sincere gratitude to their families for their encouragement and support as they join our faith family. Please continue to keep them in your prayers as they take these important and grace-filled steps in their journey of faith.
[image: ]CAFOD Lent Appeal – Family Fast Day collection : This Lent, live out the Gospel call to love your neighbour. By fasting and giving what you save, you join in Christ’s compassion and help another family put food on the table. Your donation can help families around the world grow food in difficult conditions – such as on flood-resistant floating gardens or using solar-powered water pumps in times of drought. Collect a CAFOD envelope to bless others with your support. Donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030. Text CAFODLENT to 70085 to donate £10.   
Mr Sylvester Mutsigwa, Community Participation Coordinator, CAFOD Birmingham Archdiocese, will be joining us this weekend to speak to us in our two Churches. 

SVP: Dear Friends, thank you as always for your unfailing support , which allows us to help up to 125 families through our schools and within the wider community across South Birmingham. Our next food parcels after half term are on THURSDAY 26th FEBRUARY. Please bring your non-perishable food donations to your usual drop off point or drop off at Our Lady's Parish Hall from 10:00am - 11:00am on THURSDAY 26th FEBRUARY. Your generous donations allow us to continue to keep this much needed service active.  The dates for next half term are12th March and 26th March.

The next session (6) of the course entitled ‘Growing in Faith Together’ (GIFT) will be on Tuesday, 24th February in Our Lady’s Hall.

Annual Jumble Sale in aid of the SJF Lourdes Fund will take place on Saturday, 21st March.  Please begin to have a look for items that might be suitable for the sale including ladies and men’s nearly new clothes/clothes in good condition, baby and children’s clothes, shoes, bric-a-brac, books and toys.  Please leave any donations at the back of the Church, by the Piety Stall.  Thank you.

Volunteer needed  to join David Ashman’s cleaning team at SJF.  The team meet every four weeks on a Monday morning at 10 am.  Please help if you can.

Quiz Night at Our Lady’s    Saturday, 7th March at 7 pm.  £4 per person; teams of up to six people.  BYO drinks and nibbles.  Please support.  Tickets will be on sale for the next couple of weekends.

‘Born for This’ – Symphony Hall – Wednesday 25th March 7pm CJM’s ‘Born for this’ is being performed at Symphony Hall on Wednesday 25th March at 7pm.  It will feature live music by Jo Boyce, CJM music and a small orchestra.  They will be supported by a choir of 300+ young voices from Catholic secondary schools across Birmingham and Solihull, including St Thomas Aquinas students.  A cast of talented actors and dancers spanning the 30-year history of ‘Born for This’, will be bringing the past, present and future of BFT together, for one very special performance.  Tickets can be purchased directly from Symphony Hall or by using the following link: Born for This: CJM Music & Birmingham and Solihull Catholic Secondary Schools | B:Music   
BORN FOR THIS: Please book your tickets (group discount) through Greg Hartigan (07966620693)

St Patrick’s Night: We will be celebrating St Patrick’s Day  with Holy Mass at 7:00 pm on Tuesday 17th March.  Tea, coffee, cakes will be served in the Parish Hall after Mass. Due to unforeseen circumstances we are unable to have our usual Annual Dinner Dance to celebrate this special occasion. We will, however, be having an IRISH NIGHT at a later date to be confirmed. ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US. 

The annual  World Day of Prayer takes place on Friday 6th March 2026. This year our local service will take place at St. Stephen’s Church, Edgewood Road, Rednal, B45 8SG at 2.00pm. This worldwide service has been prepared by  Christian Women of Nigeria and the theme is “ I WILL GIVE YOU REST, COME.” Everyone is invited but especially anyone who is Nigerian or has links to Nigeria. We welcome you to come in traditional dress. This is the 99th year of this annual event. Please try to attend.  For further details please contact Ann Smith: email: Nooey98@gmail.com or 07946366326 or 0121 4451374.

Tour of St, Mary’s Convent, Handsworth  Monday, 16th March.  The guided tours offer an opportunity to see some of the original features of this Pugin designed Convent which still houses a small community of Sisters.  All welcome.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE: Give Thanks for Marriage - Are you marking a significant anniversary in 2026, or getting married this year? This joyful celebration is on Saturday,  2nd May at St Chad's Cathedral.  Please register your interest and celebrate love!

DISCIPLESHIP/FORMATION: Celebrate Lent Resources - CELEBRATE Trust has produced a variety of activity packs based on the liturgical seasons of the Church as well as some key areas of focus for families during Lent 2026

The next Office for Mission Zoom Meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday, 26th March.   For ideas and support from others like you, please use the codes below: Meeting ID: 843 8143 3703 - Passcode: Ask2026
‘In the Footsteps of St Paul: Pilgrimage from the 1st – 8th October 2026.  Spiritual Director Fr John Peyton. £1,795 per person based on two people sharing a twin room. Price includes return flights from London Gatwick to Thessaloniki. For the full itinerary, please see the poster in church, or visit www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/GR1130
You are invited to join a Parish Mission at St Dunstan's Church, Kingsfield Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 7JN, from Saturday 28th February to Wednesday 4th March. "A great opportunity to find meaning in our lives” hosted by John Pridmore. Mission Masses: Monday - Wednesday at 9.30am. Parish Masses: Monday -  Wednesday at 6.30pm. Mission Services: Monday- Wednesday 7.15pm. Everyone is welcome.
Diocesan Prayer for Vocations
Heavenly Father, we ask You to send labourers into Your harvest.  Inspire, in the hearts of your people, vocations to the Priesthood, diaconate and religious life.  Bless our families with a spirit of generosity, so that those whom You call have the courage to give themselves to Your Church in faith.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Prayer for Lent
Almighty Father, in this Lenten journey, help me to walk with Jesus in prayer, in sacrifice and in love.  Let this season change me from the inside out.  Detach my heart from sin and draw me closer to Your grace.  Lord, I offer You my weaknesses, my struggles and my hidden battles.  Turn my ashes into beauty, my sorrow into healing and my repentance into renewal.  May this Lent lead me to a deeper conversion, a stronger faith and a more sincere love for You and for others.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen
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