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	FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  –  22ND   MARCH, 2026

	Readings:   Ezekiel 37:12 14             Psalm: 129         Romans 8:8-11           John 11:1-45
Psalm response:  With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful redemption.

	Saturday 21st March 2026
Fifth Sunday of Lent
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
Baptisms - Anointing          + Michael McCluskey,

	Sunday 22nd – Commitment Mass
Fifth Sunday of Lent
	9:30 am St John Fisher
11:15 am Our Lady’s

	Baptisms - Anointing          +Mary Jane Regan (20th Anniversary)
Baptisms - Anointing          Thanksgiving for Baby Sebastian James, +Barbara Coley  + Gerald and Maureen Duce


	Monday, 23rd March 2026
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
	+ Isabel O’Neill

	Tuesday, 24th March 2026
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
7:00 pm  Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Pat and Joe Greene
Session 9 of ‘Growing in Faith Together’

	Wednesday 25th March 2026
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord

‘BORN FOR THIS’
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
9 am St John Fisher School
12 pm St. Augustine’s
7:00 pm  Symphony Hall
	+ Jack, Maureen and John Griffin
Intentions of Pat and Phil Colman
+ Funeral Requiem Mass for Fr. Joseph Nerikuzhi
Performance of ‘Born for This’

	Thursday, 26th March 2026

Penitential Service & Confessions
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
9:00 am St. Columba’s
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+ Margaret Molloy
Intentions of Pupils, Parents and Staff of St. Columba’s School
Penitential Service & Confessions with Adoration

	Friday, 27th March 2026
St James’s Whole School Mass
Funeral Requiem Mass
Penitential Service & Confessions
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
9:00 am Our Lady’s
10:00 am St John Fisher
7:00 pm St John Fisher
	+Margaret Dowling
All the Holy Souls in Purgatory
+Helen Wiezel
Penitential Service & Confessions with Adoration

	Saturday 28th  March 2026
Palm Sunday
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+Martina Quinn

	Sunday 29th March 2026
Palm Sunday
	9:30 am   St John Fisher
11:15 am   Our Lady’s
	+Fiona McGettigan
Intentions of Peace in the World



Today we welcome the children, family members, teachers and staff from St. John Fisher St. Columba’s and St. James’’ Schools to celebrate the Year 3 Commitment Mass, as part of their preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist later in the year.  Please remember them all in your prayers.
Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 23 James Handley, Stanley Ball, Harriet Payne, Bill Hewson, 24 Edgar Andrews, 25 Doris Appleton, Annie Nield, Noreen McCartin, 26 Harold Blakeley, Betsy Kerrigan, Charles Daly, 27 Gertrude Salmon, Margaret Rogers, Eileen Elliott, Mary O’Donovan, Mollie Dunning, John Regan, 28 Harry Gallagher, Ena Aitken, Cyril Hancock, Molly Collins, 29 Florence O’Loughlin, Thomas O’Brien, Stuart Bull, Ina Murphy, 30 Alf Kempson, William O’Leary, Ada Williams, Kieran Jones and Margaret Banting.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth and Bernadette Dunbar, Tommy  Regan,  Martin Maughan and Gillian Boardman, Annette Hughes.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £67.00
	Total £521.34
Church Mass
Attendance: 247
	Gift Aid £212.00
	Total: £586.28
Church Mass
Attendance:252

	Loose: £305.34
Dona: £149.00
St Chad’s Cathedral Maintenance £57.15

	
	Loose: £179.28
Dona: £195.00
2nd Collection for Church Roof:  £172.67

	

	                                  This week: Easter Flowers Appeal
	                                       This week: Easter Flowers Appeal


Deaths:  Please pray for John Piercy, a faithful and long-standing parishioner and member of SJF choir and Edgar Sylvester who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Monday 06th April at 4:30 pm and followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Tuesday 11:30 am and Cremation at 1:00 pm at Lodge Hill.  Pray  for Helena Wiezel whose Funeral Requiem Mass will take place on Friday, 27th March at 10 am at SJF followed by cremation at Waseley Hills.  Please remember also the souls of Fr Joseph Nerikuzhi who will be received into St Augustine’s Church Solihull on Tuesday 24th March at 7pm with Mass and Funeral Requiem Mass on Wednesday at 12noon; Bishop David Evans will preside. Pray too for Pascal Duffy faithful and long-standing Parishioner and member of OLPS who will be received into Our Lady’s on Thursday 23rd April 6:00 pm and followed by Requiem Mass on Friday 24th April at 11.00 am, followed by burial at North Bromsgrove cemetery. Mr Cecil Buckett, Carmel Hanley, Martina Quinn, Mark Hurley and Madelaine Joseph, who’s Funeral Service will take place at  Lodge Hill  Crematorium Chapel on Thursday 2nd April at 3.15pm. May they all rest in peace. Amen.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our next Baptismal Preparation Session will be on Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church, West Heath. It is now a requirement that parents bring along a copy of their own baptism certificate.  

Easter Plant Appeal: Please return your dedication and donations to Joe O’Connor or Pauline Griffin-Parry by this weekend 21st and  22nd March, so that we can ensure  all  dedication names are written up and ready to be displayed around the church for Easter.

SVP: Dear Friends, thank you as always for your unfailing support , which allows us to help up to 125 families through our schools and within the wider community across South Birmingham. Our next food parcel is  on THURSDAY 26th MARCH. Unfortunately, our food stocks are very low at the moment, so we ask you to be as generous as possible with your donations of nonperishable food items. Please bring your non-perishable food donations to your usual drop off point or drop off at Our Lady's Parish Hall from 10:00am - 11:00am on THURSDAY 26th MARCH. This will be our last food parcel collection for this term so we ask you to donate some Easter Treats along with your usual donations, so that our families can enjoy some luxury food items at this special time of year as we prepare to celebrate Easter.  WE ARE ALSO DESPERATELY IN NEED OF CARRIER BAGS FOR OUR FOOD PARCELS. For any further information please call Pauline on 07810557197.

Safeguarding at Our Lady’s Following advice from the Safeguarding Team, we ask you to be aware that only the Parish Priest, DBS appointed adults and Altar Servers have access to the Sacristy ten minutes before, during and for ten minutes after Mass.  We also ask that anyone who needs to use the toilet during Mass does not use the toilet in the Sacristy but uses the toilets in the Parish Hall instead.  Thank you for your understanding and co-operation in this matter.

APF Red Boxes  Please bring your Red Box (APF) to Church so that it can be emptied and the contents sent to the Missions.  For Our Lady’s parish please see Cathy Woodhead; for SJF please see Joe Greene.  Thank you.

‘Born for This’ – Symphony Hall – This Wednesday 25th March 7pm CJM’s ‘Born for this’ is being performed at 7pm.  It will feature live music by Jo Boyce, CJM music and a small orchestra.  They will be supported by a choir of 300+ young voices from Catholic secondary schools across Birmingham and Solihull, including St Thomas Aquinas students.  A cast of talented actors and dancers spanning the 30-year history of ‘Born for This’, will be bringing the past, present and future of BFT together, for one very special performance. LAST CHANCE TO GET A TICKET:  BORN FOR THIS:  Please see Greg Hartigan (07966620693)

Appeal for Our Lady’s  28th March Volunteers needed to help clean the inside and outside of the Church and Presbytery garden. Meet at 10 am. Please bring extendable feather dusters for inside and tools for weeding, etc outside.  Please also invite all family members to help.     Saturday, 4th April at 10 am.  Volunteers needed to help decorate the Church for Easter.  Ring Pauline for further information on 07810 557197.  Light refreshments available on both occasions.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE: Give Thanks for Marriage - Are you marking a significant anniversary in 2026, or getting married this year? This joyful celebration is on Saturday,  2nd May at St Chad's Cathedral.  Please register your interest and celebrate love!

Annual B45 Group of Churches Fellowship Meal  Tuesday, 31st March at 7 pm at St. Chad’s Church, New Road, Rubery. Menu supplied by Sultan’s Donner and Turkish Grill including vegetarian options.  Price £10 per person.  Booking essential by 24th March via Ann Smith (0121 4451374 or 07946366326) or email:  Nooey98@gmail.com
The next Office for Mission Zoom Meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday, 26th March.   For ideas and support from others like you, please use the codes below: Meeting ID: 843 8143 3703 - Passcode: Ask2026
‘In the Footsteps of St Paul: Pilgrimage from the 1st– 8thOctober 2026.  Spiritual Director Fr John Peyton. £1,795 per person based on two people sharing a twin room. Price includes return flights from London Gatwick to Thessaloniki. For full itinerary, see the poster in church, or visit www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/GR1130
· Pro-Life Men’s Conference Saturday, 18th April from 10 am to 5 pm at the Birmingham Christian College, Selly Oak, B29 6AJ.  Tickets £25.
· Volunteers invited to help create a poppy cascade (knitted or crocheted) for Remembrance, 2026 to mark the 105th anniversary of the St. Chad’s War Memorial.  The poppy cascade will be on display throughout the month of November.
· World Youth Day in Seoul during the summer of 2027.  Those aged 18-35 who might be interested in finding out more, are invited to attend a Zoom meeting on Monday, 30th March at 7 pm.  For details, please see the Diocesan website.
· Ecumenical Walk of Witness on Good Friday, 3rd April.  Starting from Carrs Lane Church at 10 am and finishing at St. Chad’s Cathedral.  All welcome.
· The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales are inviting all parishes to hold a Holy Hour on Sunday, 19th April at 4.30 pm to pray for the sanctity of life from conception to natural death, in the light of the current threats being waged against life.
· Is your son being called to the Priesthood?  The Vocations Office at St. Mary’s College, Oscott, is hosting a Young Discerners Group meeting on Saturday, 9th May for young men in school years 9-13.  It offers a chance to find out more about the Priesthood and Seminary life.  Parents are also invited to attend; they can have a tour of Oscott and meet with a Priest’s parents, who can answer any questions they may have.  The event is free, but booking is essential.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information.
A polite reminder: We are over half-way through the season of Lent.  Thank you to those who come to Mass early to pray the Rosary together as a parish.  We pray for peace and we pray for Vocations. During this time of prayer, please remain silent as you enter the Church and join in the Rosary from where you are sitting. We are in God’s house so this prayerful silence should be maintained until the end of Mass. If anyone needs to pass in front of the Altar during Mass, please genuflect or bow your head in deference to Our Blessed Lord, present in the Tabernacle. 
Prayer as we approach Holy Week
Lord Jesus, when I’m afraid, help me to think of You in Gethsemane.
Lord Jesus, when I have a headache, help me to think of Your Crown of Thorns.
Lord Jesus, when I’m tired, help me to think of you carrying Your Cross.
Lord Jesus, when I am humiliated, help me to think about you being stripped of your garments.
Lord Jesus, when I’m in pain, help me to think about You being nailed to the Cross.
Lord Jesus, when I feel abandoned, help me to think about You dying on the Cross for love of me.
Lord Jesus, help me to remember how much You suffered and help me to love you more and more.  Amen.
