OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR and ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
These Parishes operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese's policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is [Pauline Griffin Parry]. She can be contacted at: [sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk] and (John McHugh & Stephen McGinn) at SJF Church – West Heath. They can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concern.
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK


Birmingham Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 234216
	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 0121 453 3452

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall Booking:  ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk 07842355301
	Parish Hall Booking: Obinna.iloka@outlook.com, 07424209628.



	FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  –  26TH APRIL, 2026

	Readings:   Acts 2: 14,36-41                     Psalm: 22                   1 Peter 2:20-25                  St John 10:1-10
Psalm response: The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want,
Communion Antiphon: The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down His life for his sheep and willingly died for His flock; alleluia.

	Vigil of Sunday - Saturday 25th  April
Acacia Baptism
Baptism Preparation Meeting 
	2:30 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
5:30pm St John Fisher
	Confession for children making their First Holy Communion
+ Chris Murray
Baptism Preparation Meeting

	4th Sunday of Easter 26th April
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Baptism

	9:30 am   St John Fisher
11:15 am   Our Lady’s
1:00 pm St John Fisher
	+ Carol Gardner
+ John Haddon (4th Anniversary)+ Mercy (1st Anniversary)
Clemmie & Clancie Coleman

	29th April – Wednesday 
	9:15 am St Columba
	All the Souls in Purgatory

	Saturday 2nd May  Confessions
Fifth Sunday of Easter
	3.00 pm Our Lady’s
4.00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+ Bridie Donaghy

	Sunday 3rd May 
Fifth Sunday of Easter
	9.30 am St John Fisher
11.15am Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Jackie O’Keeffe
+ Anne Pascal Duffy


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 25 Eileen Donnelly, Angela Daly, Doreen Madden, 26 Sheila Scantlebury, John Friel, Ken Dowling, Michael Madden, Bridget Galbraith, Patrick Kerins, 27 Rose & Albert Davis, Mary Giles, Kathleen Hinson, Thomas Byrne, 28 Christine Duffy, Ann Hine, Rose Haggerty, Anna Hawkes, 29 Jessie Rawlins, Emily Wilcox, Peter McCann, 30 Charles Stone, Josie Beirne, Mary Nordhoff, Catherine Dignam, May 1 Leonard Taylor, Michael Delaney, Irene King, Bill Smith, Brian Mobley, Luisa Warren, Enid Potter, 2 Wilhelmina Stokes, Kieran Dunne, Anthony McGlacken, Kay Regan, Violander Lampietro.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor,  Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, Jim and Ruth and Bernadette Dunbar, Tommy  Regan,  Martin Maughan and Gillian Boardman, Nelisa Padua and Josh Boyce.  We pray too for those suffering from any form of cancer, especially a little 9-year-old girl called Emily.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS) & Attendance: 403
Gift Aid £196.50, Loose £493.43, DONA £ 162.50                                           Total £852.43
Church Maintenance £121.32
	St  John Fisher (SJF) & Attendance: 174
Gift Aid:  £124.50 , Non-Gift Aid Loose:  £206.25 & DONA £45
Total: £330.75
Building maintenance £ 137.76               Piety Stall £300.00


	Second Collection – Clergy Training Fund
	Second Collection – Clergy Training Fund


 Deaths:   Please pray for Mrs Ain’e (Ann) BUNN (Sister of Noel) who died recently.  Also for Mrs Helena Underwood  whose Funeral Requiem Mass takes place on Friday 15th May 2025 at 10:00 am in St Brigid’s Church, Northfield.   Pray too for Margaret Sylvester, a faithful member of SJF parish who died recently and for Professor Judith Champ, whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Chad’s in Birmingham on Wednesday 6th May at 11.00am. May they all rest in peace. Amen.

Fr Srinu: Travel to Ireland: Dear Parishioners, I would like to share with you that I will be away for a few days on a personal pilgrimage to Knock Shrine in Ireland. This will be my first visit to this holy place, and I look forward to spending some quiet time in prayer, reflection, and spiritual renewal. During my stay, I will also have the joy of attending a Baptism, which will be a special and grace-filled moment within this pilgrimage.

I will be travelling from the afternoon of Wednesday 29th April until Monday 4th May. During my absence, I am very grateful to Fr Bonaventure (Parish Priest at Smethwick) who will celebrate Mass on Saturday, and to Fr James (Parish Priest at Handsworth) who will celebrate Mass on Sunday. I sincerely thank them for their generosity and support in covering the parish during this time.

I kindly ask you to keep me in your prayers during my pilgrimage, that it may be a time of spiritual blessing and renewal. Please also keep our visiting priests in your prayers as they minister to you in my absence. Thank you in advance for your kindness, support, and for making our priests feel welcome.

Clergy Training Fund – Vocations Sunday Appeal: This Sunday is Vocations Sunday, and there will be a second collection for the Clergy Training Fund. This fund supports the formation of our future priests and permanent deacons for our Archdiocese.  The formation of a priest typically takes around seven years and costs in the region of £200,000 per Seminarian. This is a significant commitment for our Archdiocese, and it relies entirely on your generosity.  Please give as generously as you are able, either in the second collection this weekend or online at: www.vocations.org.uk/ctf.  For more information about vocations and the work of the Vocations Office, please see their latest newsletter available online.   Please also keep in your prayers those currently discerning their vocation, and those in formation, that they may have the courage and perseverance to follow the Lord’s call.  Thank you for your support and generosity. With my prayers and every blessing in this Easter Season. Yours devotedly, Bernard Longley.

“Dear friends, this weekend we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday, when the Church prays especially for vocations to the priesthood. I want to ask you to join me in praying today that all those whom Our Lord is calling will respond with courage and generosity to His invitation to serve their brothers and sisters as priests in our Archdiocese.   If you feel that the Good Shepherd might indeed be calling you - and if you are 18 or over - I would ask you to write to me directly at archbishop@rcaob.org.uk.  I shall be happy to meet you, with our Vocations Director, Fr Craig Szmidt, and to hear your story as you try to discern what the Lord is asking of you today and in the years ahead.  Please pray for me and for all our priests.   With my prayers and kindest wishes.  +Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham”.

Baptism Preparation Session: Our next Baptismal Preparation Session will be this Saturday 25th April 2026 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church, West Heath.   It is now a requirement that parents to bring along a copy of their own baptism certificate.  

Is your son being called to the Priesthood?  The Vocations Office at St. Mary’s College, Oscott, is hosting a Young Discerners Group meeting on Saturday, 9th May for young men in school years 9-13.  It offers a chance to find out more about the Priesthood and Seminary life.  Parents are also invited to attend; they can have a tour of Oscott and meet with a Priest’s parents, who can answer any questions they may have.  The event is free, but booking is essential.  Please see the Diocesan website for more information.

Platinum Jubilee at Our Lady’s Parish – Rednal: Dear Brothers and Sisters, With great joy and gratitude, we warmly invite all parishioners, along with the teachers, staff, children, and families—both past and present—of St James and St Columba school communities, to come together as one Church family to celebrate a truly special occasion.  His Grace the Archbishop has kindly confirmed that, despite his busy schedule, he will be available to join us and celebrate with us. He will preside at the Thanksgiving Mass at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Rednal, on Saturday 27 June at 4:00 pm, as we mark the Platinum Jubilee of our parish. This is a wonderful opportunity for us all to gather in faith and unity, giving thanks for 70 years of blessings, cherished memories, and the enduring legacy of faith within our community. We look forward to celebrating this joyful milestone together and warmly welcoming each and every one of you. Fr Srinu.

Lourdes Pilgrimage, 2026   takes place from 25th-30th May.  We are invited to place our prayers/petitions/intentions in the ‘Blue Boxes’ which are situated in the Lady Chapels in both Our Lady’s and St. John Fisher.  The petitions will be taken to Lourdes on our behalf and placed at Our Lady’s Grotto.  Please do not include any money in the envelopes. Thank you.

SEN MASS This month’s SEN Mass (for those with special educational needs) takes place at St. Brigid’s on Sunday, 26th April at 4 pm.  All welcome.

Car Parking at Our Lady’s Church: It has been bought to our attention that people who use the disabled parking bays have returned to their car to find that they have been blocked in. We are seeing that same problem in the main  parking section. Please can we ask that you use the car parking facilities responsibly and do not block cars in. Thank you.

SVP: Dear Friends, the next food parcels collection for this term is on Thursday 21st May. We are, as always truly grateful for your unfailing support which keeps this much needed service active, as we continue to help over 100 families across 9 schools in south Birmingham.  Please drop off your donations to your usual drop off point or bring them to Our Lady’s Parish Hall on Thursday 21st May,  between 10:00 am and 11:00 am. We are also always in need of carrier bags for the food parcels! The remaining dates for his term’s food parcels are  4th June,  2nd July and 16th July.  For more information, please call Pauline on 07810557197. 

Parish Hall Events at Our Lady’s:   Our next parish event will be Rob & Kath’s Music night on Saturday 16th May at 7.30pm in the parish hall. Please bring your own drinks & nibbles.  There will be a raffle on the night too!  Tickets are now on sale; your support will be appreciated. Also, please see the notice below re Churches Together fun quiz night which Our Lady’s are hosting and supporting.

The Annual Christian Aid Appeal Week  is 10th – 16th  May 2026. To celebrate the  event this year the B45 Group of Churches have  decided to come together and have a FUN QUIZ NIGHT which Our Lady’s Hall Team have agreed to organise and host. It takes place on Saturday 9th May at 7.0pm in Our Lady’s Church Hall and all proceeds will go to Christian Aid. Please support this event, especially as Our Lady’s Church is the host church. To book  your place please contact Ann Smith 07946366326 or Phil Jackson 07842355301.

Safeguarding at Our Lady’s Following advice from the Safeguarding Team, we ask you to be aware that only the Parish Priest, DBS appointed adults and Altar Servers have access to the Sacristy ten minutes before, during and for ten minutes after Mass.  We also ask that anyone who needs to use the toilet during Mass does not use the toilet in the Sacristy but uses the toilets in the Parish Hall instead.  Thank you for your understanding and co-operation in this matter.  

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE: Give Thanks for Marriage - Are you marking a significant anniversary in 2026, or getting married this year? This joyful celebration is next Saturday,  2nd May at St Chad's Cathedral.  Please register your interest and celebrate love!   

We Believe Festival  takes place from Friday, 24th July to Monday, 27th July at St. Mary’s College, Oscott.  For more information or to book, please see the Diocesan website.

Annual Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Walsingham  Tuesday, 5th May at 2.30 pm at St. Mary and St. Egwin, Evesham.  An optional Afternoon Tea is available in the hall after Mass. 

Sacred Heart Novena Mass at Maryvale House  in the Sacred Heart Chapel.  Mass will be celebrated each evening at 7.00 pm from Thursday, 4th June to Friday, 12th June.
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Lord Jesus, You have called Your apostles to be fishers of men.  In Your mercy, please continue to call men to the Priesthood to serve Your Church and Your people.  Give them the courage to respond to Your call with generous hearts.  Help them to be holy priests, faithful to Your teaching and example.  May they be witnesses of Your love and instruments of Your mercy.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen
