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LUMEN CHRISTI CATHOLIC MULTI ACADEMY
CONTEXTUAL SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT

Contextual safeguarding is an approach to understanding and responding to children’s experiences of significant harm beyond their families.  At Lumen Christi schools we recognise that the different relationships that children form in their neighbourhoods, schools and online can feature criminality, violence and abuse. We understand that often, parents and carers have little influence over these contexts, and children’s experiences within the wider community and peer groups, extra-familial abuse can undermine parent-child relationships. 

In Birmingham, we are advised by multi-agency partners (e.g. Birmingham Children’s Trust, West Midlands Police) that the contextual safeguarding priorities relating to our children and young people include those who are at risk of: 
1. Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)
2. Children Missing from Home, Care and Education (Missing) 
3. Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) - Gangs, County Lines, Gun and Knife Crime and Modern Slavery.
4. Online/E-Safety 
5. Prevent/risk of radicalisation
6. Female Genital Mutilation

Lumen Christi schools will take specific action in relation to these risks:

	THEME
	PREVENTION ACTIVITY
	PROTECTION/RESPONSE

	Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)
	Children receive education around healthy relationships and awareness raising in relation to grooming and exploitation in the community and online.

Staff, Directors and School Standards Committees are trained to recognise the signs of CSE and know how to report concerns.

Lumen Christi are heavily involved in the locality early help team and have members of staff co-located with social care professionals allowing dynamic discussion and sense-checking which helps ensure leaders and safeguarding professionals have the most up to date resources, information, intelligence and contacts in relation to CSE.

Information and signposting regarding CSE is provided to parents via websites and newsletters.

	In line with our safeguarding policy and procedures, staff will engage with statutory agencies in relation to concerns a child is/at risk of being a victim of CSE.

Staff will adhere to multi-agency early help and safeguarding arrangements to identify and report concerns (Empower U Hub procedures)

Lumen Christi receives information in relation to children coming to police notice for going missing or being involved in crime and are therefore able to triangulate date to identify children who may be at risk/victims of CSE at the earliest opportunity.







	THEME
	PREVENTION ACTIVITY
	PROTECTION/RESPONSE

	Children Missing from Home, Care and Education (Missing) 

	Children receive education regarding keeping safe in the community and are made aware of potential risks.

Parents are encouraged to build trusting relationships with school staff as part of our ‘Pathfinder’ approach to family support.  Providing a live-line of communication with families, parents and children are able to flag-up conflict/relationship issues at the earliest opportunity providing opportunity for intervention and resolution.

	In line with our safeguarding policy and procedures, schools follow the local authority policy and procedures for children missing in education.  We have a CME Framework to ensure a standardised  response.

Lumen Christi are signed up to the Police and Schools Information Sharing Agreement and as such, receive updates about any children having gone missing from home – action to intervene is taken in each case in-line with the Safeguarding Policy and Early Help arrangements.

	Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) - Gangs, County Lines, Gun and Knife Crime and Modern Slavery; and Prevent.

	Children receive education regarding criminal exploitation and related themes, including the Precious Lives presentation from PC Rob Pedley.  

Secondary aged children are provided with a wide range of inputs such as Fearless (Crimestoppers) and targeted work via The Children’s Society and programmes funded by the Office of the Police Crime Commissioner.

Primary-aged pupils may be targeted for prevention/intervention support via WMP’s Teamworx programme.

Staff, Directors and School Standards Committees are trained to recognise the signs of CCE and know how to report concerns.

Lumen Christi are linked in the local Police and Schools Panel ensuring leaders and safeguarding professionals have the most up to date resources, information, intelligence and contacts in relation to CCE themes.

Information and signposting regarding CCE is provided to parents via websites and newsletters.

	In line with our safeguarding policy and procedures, staff will engage with statutory agencies in relation to concerns a child is/at risk of being a victim of CCE.

Staff will adhere to multi-agency early help and safeguarding arrangements to identify and report concerns (Empower U Hub procedures).


Lumen Christi receives information in relation to children coming to police notice for going missing or being involved in crime and are therefore able to triangulate date to identify children who may be at risk/victims of CCE at the earliest opportunity.






	THEME
	PREVENTION ACTIVITY
	PROTECTION/RESPONSE

	Online/E-safety
	Children receive on-going education regarding online safety matters and leaders are encouraged to consider the impact of online safety in strategic and curriculum planning.

Schools have dedicated advice pages for parents and signpost to resources to support online safety at home.  Schools look for opportunities to raise E-safety themes throughout the curriculum and recognise days/weeks such as Safer Internet Day.

Staff and leaders are trained in online safety risks and to recognise behaviours indicating children may be vulnerable online.  

	In our schools, we use filtering and monitoring software in order to flag any dangerous online practices so that these can be identified, and children supported at the earliest opportunity.  

Safeguarding leads are encouraged to consider multi agency responses to support children and families where issues occur and have clear procedures for addressing matters such as sexting.

	Prevent (risk of radicalisation)
	Lumen Christi schools recognise that children may be susceptible to radicalisation through their contact with peers in the community and online; staff are trained to be vigilant to this in line with our Prevent Duty.

British values are taught through the whole curriculum and linked to subjects. We teach our children about democracy, rule of law and individual liberty – this is forms part of the  Catholic Social Teaching delivered across Lumen Christi schools. Children’s self-esteem, self-confidence and resilience is developed through our RSE lessons.



	Children who are identified as vulnerable to radicalisation are referred via the DSL to the Channel programme as per safeguarding board arrangements/guidance.

	Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
	In Lumen Christi schools, staff and leaders are aware the ‘it could happen here’ and as such all staff and volunteers undertake safeguarding training both at the point of induction and an on-going basis.

Children are taught both about their own personal safety and encouraged to ‘tell someone they trust’ if they have a concern.  Messages are adapted to be age-appropriate so that our children feel confident to raise a worry if they have one.  Staff are aware of the signs of potential FGM and our staff know their statutory responsibility to report concerns.
	DSLs receive support and supervision on a dynamic basis in order to discuss concerns as they arise.  This supports continual reflection on the fact that ‘it could happen here’ and gives confidence to escalate concerns such as FGM/risk of FGM appropriately, in line with our safeguarding policy and procedures.










In order to further understand the local context around each school, we have reviewed crime statistics available on the Police.UK website.  Individual schools will consider specific focus on prevention education in relation to the themes identified in the area local to the schools.
	SCHOOL
	THEMES

	St. Brigid’s Catholic Primary School, Weoley Ward
	Violence and sexual offences, vehicle crime, public order, criminal damage and arson.  Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, firearms, drugs.

	St. Columba’s and St. James Catholic Primary Schools, Longbridge Ward
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and arson and, theft. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons and drugs.

	St. James Catholic Primary School, Rednal
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and arson and, theft. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons and drugs.

	St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Bournville Ward
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and arson and, vehicle crime. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, articles used for theft and drugs.

	St. John Fisher Catholic Primary School, West Heath
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and public order. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, articles used in theft and drugs.

	St. Paul’s Catholic Primary School, Kings Norton Ward
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and vehicle crime. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, firearms and drugs.

	St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School, Kings Norton and Northfield Wards
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and vehicle crime. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, firearms and drugs.

	St. Thomas More Catholic Primary School, Sheldon Ward
	Violence and sexual offences, criminal damage and vehicle crime. Recent stop and search themes include offensive weapons, firearms, articles used for theft and drugs.
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Lumen Christi Catholic Multi Academy is a private company limited by guarantee, with charitable status,
registered in England and Wales (company number: 09471525) and whose registered office address is at
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School, Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AP.
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