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Description automatically generated]Our Lady’s and St John Fisher RC Churches
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham.                        
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal – B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK



	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk, 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall: olhallbooking@gmail.com
	Parish Hall: bookings.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk



	                            FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 1ST DECEMBER 2024                    

	Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16       Psalm 24     1 Thessalonians 3:12-42       Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
Psalm Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

	Saturday 30th Nov       First Sunday of Advent                                                    
	4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	David Newey Good Health

	Sunday 1st December. First Sunday of Advent

                                   Baptism
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Emma Louise Hodgson 
+Maureen Griffin, Joseph Concannon
Nevaeh Renee Lee

	Wednesday 4th December    
                                         Funeral Service
	10:00 am St John Fisher 
2:00 pm Wasely Hills
	+Janet Thompson
+Mrs Clare Elizabeth Davis

	Friday 6th December         St James School
Mass, Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration     
	9:00 am Classroom Mass
12:00 pm St John Fisher
	Barbara Newey
+Michael Tierney

	Saturday 7th Dec     Second Sunday of Advent                                                   
	4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Timothy Whelan & +Jean Newey

	Sunday 8th December. Second Sunday of Advent

                                   Baptism
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:30 pm St John Fisher
	Intentions of Pauline Cunningham
Geoff Griffin Parry Birthday, +Mary and Michael Coleman
Lydia Agbor 


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 23 Sarah Fennell,4 Frank Mullin, Michael Coleman, Helen Darby,5 Denis Duffy, John McGann, Yvonne Byrne,6 Ann Sutton,7 Albertine Desmedt, William Cash, Catherine & Edmund Daly, Les Mills, John Wheeler 8 Ernest Green, Timothy Cronin, Kitty Purcell, Arthur Nield, Mary Magee, Margaret Dempsey
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Fr Tony Rohan, Ann Docherty, Nancy Witcomb, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor, Margaret Izon, Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Jan & Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Jackie Hurley, Helen Ingram, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne, Linda Simms, Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Linda Bennett, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling, Kate Jackson, Marion Sturdy, Pauline Cunningham, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown, Joe Moss,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Enid Potter, Margaret Gaynor (former teacher at St. Columba’s School) and John Donnelly, Fr Michael White and Pat Mungoran, Steve Moore.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £135.00
	
Total: 633.60
Church Mass Attendance: 218
	Gift Aid: £138.00
	
Total: £ 236.73
Church Mass
Attendance:

	Lose Money: £328.50
Contactless: £170.10
Catholic Youth Service: £178.00
Confirmation Mass £213.86

	
	Lose Money: £98.73
Contactless: £
Catholic Youth Service: £132.49


	

	Second Collection: Christmas Flowers

	Second Collection: Christmas Flowers



Confessions: Friday 12:30 pm after Mass at St John Fisher and 3-4pm on Saturday at Our Lady’s Church.
New Lectionary Missals: for those who ordered one, they are now available from the piety stall priced at £13.00.

Deaths: Please Pray for Sandy Macintosh, Maude McCann and Pauline Davis who died recently.  Pray also for Mrs Clare Elizabeth Davis whose Funeral Service will be on Wednesday 4th December 2024 at 2:00 pm in Waseley Hills Crematorium and for Mr Timothy Charles Whelan whose Funeral Service will be on Tuesday 10th December at 11:45 am in Redditch Crematorium.  May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

Christmas Clean at Our Lady’s: Can all those who are available please come along on Saturday 14th December at 10.00am. Thank you.

Children's liturgy movie night at Our Lady’s: Saturday 7th December. 5.00pm - 7.30pm. Tickets £2 to include hot chocolate. All proceeds to go towards the children's liturgy group. Tickets on sale Saturday 30th November at the Christmas Fair and after both Masses. Numbers limited to 35 children. Looking forward to seeing you there.
St. John Fisher After much discussion it has been decided to rent out the Priest’s house (previously occupied by the Sisters of Divine Love). Negotiations are underway with recommended Estate Agents.  It is expected to take approximately three months to secure the right tenant.  The garage and garden areas will be retained by the Church, but some interior decoration and construction of a boundary fence will need to be undertaken.  If any parishioner is interested in letting the 6-bedroomed house, please see either Robin Caley or Martin Ingram to express your interest.  Also, Phase One of the repairs to SJF Church roof has been completed.  We just need an additional £2k to keep the parish in the black.  Please consider making a donation if you can.  BUT, Phase 2 concerns the bell tower, which needs urgent work and is the major source of damp outside the Sacristy side door.  Work to repair this will commence on 25th November at a cost of £4k.  The Finance Committee have worked hard to keep expenses to a minimum but there remains much to do to preserve the integrity of our beautiful Church.  ALL DONATIONS are very gratefully received and appreciated.  Thankyou.
Our Lady’s Church decorations:   Please come along on Wednesday 11th December from 10.00am if you are able to lend a hand decorating the church. 
The SVP CAROL SERVICE at OUR LADY's will be on THURSDAY 12th DECEMBER at 6pm. We will be delighted to welcome ALL OUR Parishioners, your families, friends and neighbours to this yearly celebration, as we prepare for Christmas. We will be joined by the children's choirs from our Parish schools. Festive refreshments will be available in the Parish Hall after the service. Please join us; a warm welcome awaits you!  There is an invite to the carol service attached to the newsletter; please pass this on to a neighbour, friend or family member.
CHRISTMAS MOVIE AND FATHER CHRISMAS: SUNDAY 15th DECEMBER 1:30 PM – ST JOHN FISHER PARISH HALL.  Tickets now on sale after Mass, see Maureen E and Eileen in Church porch. Children - £5; 1 adult free.  Additional adults £2 each. Only 40 tickets available. Dress code - pyjamas, bring a cushion and a blanket.
St. John Fisher: The annual Christmas decorating of the Church will be taking place on Saturday 14th December from 10:30 am after the Legion of Mary Annual General Reunion Mass.  Please come along and join in if you can.  There is ALOT of Church to decorate.  Thank you.
SVP: Dear Friends, Thank you for your generous food donations. OUR NEXT FOOD PARCEL COLLECTION WILL BE THIS THURSDAY, 5th DECEMBER. As Christmas is fast approaching, we ask you to start donating a few extra Christmas treats, so that we can give all our families an extra bag of festive goodies when we give out the final food parcels of the term. We look forward to your continued unfailing help as we continue to support the many families in our schools across South Birmingham. Please donate your non-perishable food items to your usual drop off point or you can bring them directly to Our Lady's Parish Hall on THURSDAY 5th DECEMBER between 10:00am and 11:30am. Please know that ALL DONATIONS are very gratefully received and even ONE FOOD ITEM makes a positive difference. The date for the remaining Food Parcel for this term is: 19th December. If you have any queries, please contact Pauline on 07810 557197.
The SJF Christmas Baubles are back for 2024! Please take a moment to complete a bauble with your festive wishes for friends and family, and pin it to our tree. For a suggested donation of £5, all moneys to our church building fund. The baubles are all decorated by our talented children at SJF school. Many thanks!
The Acorn Singers: 20th Anniversary concert. Friday, 13th December at 7.30pm at The Ruddock Performing Arts Centre, King Edward school, B15 2UA. Tickets £10 adult, £5 children; available online at www.ruddockpac.co.uk. (Remember to book your free parking pass when you check out). 
Women of the Word: Following great success earlier in the year, a women's ministry has now returned to SJF. Meeting on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month, women of our community are warmly invited to join our new group, Women of the Word. We hope to create a safe and empowering place for women of all ages and backgrounds to come and journey together in their walk with Christ. Meetings will start with the opportunity to share a home cooked supper together, before we dig in and explore scripture, study, music, stories and prayer. For more information, please see Danetta or Carmel after Mass. Our next meeting will be at 7.00pm on Friday, 29th November in the Presbytery at SJF.
Parish Post Box: Returns next weekend, back by popular demand. Whether you send Christmas cards or not, you MUST check the box to see if somebody has sent you a card.  
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2024 PROGRAMMES:

SVP CAROL SERVICE: THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER 6:00 PM - OUR LADY’S CHURCH
CHRISTMAS MOVIE AND FATHER CHRISMAS:  SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER 1:30 PM – ST JOHN FISHER PARISH HALL
CAROL SERVICE:  MONDAY 16TH DECEMBER 7:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER 7:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER 7:00 PM – OUR LADY’S CHURCH – REDNAL
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS WITH CAROL SINGING: TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 4:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS WITH CAROL SINGING – TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 8:30 PM – OUR LADY’S
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER 9:00 AM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER 11:00 AM – OUR LADY’S - REDNAL
(BOXING DAY) ALTAR SERVERS MASS: THURSDAY 26TH DECEMBER 12:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER

The New Translation of the Lectionary: It will be used from this weekend.  Thank you to the 8 families who have sponsored them.  In each Lectionary, there will be a simple acknowledgement of this gift along with the name of the person in whose memory it was bought. What is it all about?  What will be different and why?  If you are interested in this, there is a very good 45-minute talk on it by Fr Paul Denny from Glasgow. Google ‘Fr Paul Denny on the new Lectionary’ or click on https://youtu.be/OjCcYGDC5Mk     

The Season of Advent is upon us.  It starts this weekend.  As usual we will have ‘Walk With Me’ booklets to accompany us on a prayerful, hope filled season.  These are available this weekend. 

Blocking Driveways and Pavements on Cofton Road and Leach Heath and Leach Green Roads: Dear Parish Family Members, may I request you not to block any driveways and pavements around our both Churches please. I have received couple of emails from neighbours. 

[image: A banner with a group of soldiers and a poppy]These two parishes operate in accordance with Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdioceses Policies and procedures at all times. Our Parishes Safeguarding Representatives are: Our Lady’s – Rednal: Mrs Pauline Griffin – Parry can be contacted at:   sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk and St John Fisher – West Heath - Kerris Caley can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns. 
[image: ]Please join our Parish Family after Sunday Holy Mass for tea and chat in the Parish Hall to make new friends.
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