OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR AND ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal – B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK



	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk, 0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk,07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall: olhallbooking@gmail.com
	Parish Hall: bookings.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk



	                            THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT– 15TH DECEMBER 2024                    

	Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-18;            Psalm 12               Philippians 4:4-7;            Luke 3:10-18
Psalm Response: Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel

	Saturday 14th Dec    Third Sunday of Advent                                                   
	4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Lila and Leo Wedding Anniversary – 53 years

	Sunday 15th Dec Third Sunday of Advent
                                   Baptism
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:30 pm St John Fisher
	+ Sarah Tierney
+Clare Elizabeth Davis
Lily Rae Maloney

	Monday 16th Dec       Carol Service
	6:00 pm St John Fisher
	Carol Service

	Wednesday 18th December 
            Carol Singing
Reconciliation Service
	10:00 am St John Fisher
5:00 pm St Thomas Acquinas
7:00 pm St John Fisher
	+  Liam Kennedy
Carol Singing
Reconciliation Service

	Thursday 19th December 
                   Reconciliation Service
	10:00 am St Columba’s
7:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Donna, Roger, Bush and Family
Reconciliation Service

	Friday 20th December     St James School 
	9:00 am Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Neville Berrill & Liz and Joe O’Connor

	Saturday 21st Dec Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                   
	4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Denis Duffy Anniversary

	Sunday 22nd December. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent
   Retirement Celebrations of Rev Jane
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:30 pm St Leonard
	+ Leo & Nellie McConvery 
Anniversaries of John & Dorothy Ginns
Retirement Celebration for Rev Jane


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 16 Elizabeth Molloy, William Darby, Eileen Reilly, 17 John Doherty, Carl Tamburro, Maureen Mulvaney, 18 Aine Ray19 Win Alltree, Thomas Crehan, Veronica Sage, Denise Baker, 20 Thomas Coleman, Margaret Cleere, Peter Dwyer, 21 Austin Aston, Charles Woodman, Mary Hickey, Sid Wilcox, 22 Joe Flaherty, Joanne Kennedy, Gerry McManus and Malcolm Keating.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Fr Tony Rohan, Ann Docherty, Nancy Witcomb, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor, Margaret Izon, Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Jan & Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Jackie Hurley, Helen Ingram, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne, Linda Simms, Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Linda Bennett, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling, Kate Jackson, Marion Sturdy, Pauline Cunningham, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown, Joe Moss,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Enid Potter, John Donnelly, Fr Michael White, Pat Mungoran and Steve Moore, Margaret Duggan.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £102.90
	
Total: 639.20
Church Mass Attendance: 201
	Gift Aid: £196.50
	
Total: £442.61
Church Mass
Attendance:188

	Lose Money: £328.98
Contactless: £155.00
Poor Parishes: 133.10

	
	Lose Money: £161.54
Contactless: £84.57
Poor Parishes £129.59

	

	Second Collection: Homeless at Christmas

	Second Collection: Homeless at Christmas



Confessions: Friday 12:30 pm after Mass at St John Fisher and 3-4pm on Saturday at Our Lady’s Church.

Deaths: Please Pray for Pauline Cunningham, a lifetime member of SJF, who died this week and for Mr James Peter Lynskey (known as Jim) whose Funeral Requiem Mass will take place on Monday 23rd December at 11:30 am in Our Lady’s Church, Rednal followed by Interment at Quinton Cemetery.  Pray for Mrs Mary Ann Fenton who will be received into St John Fisher Church on Tuesday 07th January at 4:30 pm and followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Wednesday 8th January at 11:00 am. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

SVP: Dear Friends, OUR LAST FOOD PARCELS FOR THIS TERM WILL BE ON THURSDAY 19th DECEMBER. Christmas is fast approaching; we ask you to donate a few extra Christmas treats along with your normal donations, so that we can give all our families an extra bag of festive treats for the final food parcels of the term. Please donate your non-perishable food items to your usual drop off point or you can bring them directly to Our Lady's Parish Hall on THURSDAY 19th DECEMBER between 10:00am and 11:30am. Please know that ALL DONATIONS are very gratefully received and even ONE FOOD ITEM makes a positive difference. WE ARE IN NEED OF CARRIER BAGS FOR THE FOOD PARCELS SO PLEASE DONATE ANY SPARE ONES THAT YOU HAVE. We take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for ALL your support over the last term and we look forward to your continued help in the New Year, as together we continue to help over 100 families across South Birmingham. We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a happy, healthy, peaceful New Year. If you have any queries, please contact Pauline on 07810 557197. 
Big thanks to all our wonderful volunteers who came over to decorate our Two Churches. God bless you all.
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2024 PROGRAMMES:
CAROL SERVICE:  MONDAY 16th DECEMBER 6:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: WEDNESDAY 18th DECEMBER 7:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: THURSDAY 19th DECEMBER 7:00 PM – OUR LADY’S CHURCH – REDNAL
CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS WITH CAROL SINGING: TUESDAY 24th DECEMBER 4:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS WITH CAROL SINGING – TUESDAY 24th DECEMBER 8:30 PM – OUR LADY’S
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: WEDNESDAY 25th DECEMBER 9:00 AM – ST JOHN FISHER CHURCH
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS: WEDNESDAY 25th DECEMBER 11:00 AM – OUR LADY’S – REDNAL
(BOXING DAY) ALTAR SERVERS MASS: THURSDAY 26th DECEMBER 12:00 PM – ST JOHN FISHER

SJF Christmas Baubles are back for 2024! Please take a moment to complete a bauble with your festive wishes for friends and family and pin it to our tree. We ask for a suggested donation of £5, all moneys to our church building fund. The baubles are all decorated by our talented children at SJF school. Many thanks!
Our Women's Ministry would love to welcome you! We meet on Friday evenings, twice a month at 7.00pm in The Presbytery at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. We are working to create a safe, welcoming and empowering space for women of all ages and backgrounds to come together and journey in faith. Evenings include prayer, bible study, worship music and sharing experiences and stories; plus, the opportunity to enjoy a warm supper together. We would love to see more women from both parishes as we continue this ministry. The dates for the next meetings are 20th December, 10th January, 24th January. For more information, please see Danetta Powell at SJF.
Sacramental Preparation for Children not attending a Catholic School:  Preparations for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation will begin in the New Year for any child/children who does not currently attend a Catholic school or who, for any reason, has missed receiving the Sacraments.  If any parent wishes their child/children to be included in this preparation, please speak to Julia McHugh or Anne Gannon at St. John Fisher Parish or contact Fr. Srinu via the Parish Office (details at the top of this bulletin).  The name and age of each child, and the Sacrament(s) they wish to prepare for, should be provided as well as a parent/guardian’s contact number and e-mail address.  
St. St John Fisher After much discussion it has been decided to rent out the Priest’s house (previously occupied by the sisters of Divine Love). Negotiations are underway with recommended Estate Agents.  It is expected to take approximately three months to secure the right tenant.  The garage and garden areas will be retained by the Church, but some interior decoration and construction of a boundary fence will need to be undertaken.  If any parishioner is interested in letting the 6-bedroomed house, please see either Robin Caley or Martin Ingram to express your interest.  Also, Phase One of the repairs to SJF Church roof has been completed.  We just need an additional £2k to keep the Parish in the black.  Please consider donating if you can.  BUT, Phase 2 concerns the bell tower, which needs urgent work and is the major source of damp outside the Sacristy side door.  Work to repair this will commence on 25th November at a cost of £4k.  The Finance Committee have worked hard to keep expenses to a minimum but there remains much to do to preserve the integrity of our beautiful Church.  ALL DNATIONS are very gratefully received and appreciated.  Thankyou.
Kenelm Youth Trust There are several vacancies available at Alton Castle, including a Programme Leader.  Closing date for applications is 3rd January 2025.  Please see the archdiocese website for more information.
“Carol Singing at Sainsbury’s on MONDAY, 16th December from 5.00pm until 6.00pm. Please come and support this event. Ability to sing is not a requirement! Every age invited. Tel. 0121 445 1374 & 07946366326 & Nooey98@gmail.com”
Light Up A Life Stars are silver gift tags that go on our Church Christmas trees. You write down the name of someone for whom you want prayers, on the silver star tags. These go on the tree. We all contribute to help someone else in need – to ‘light up a life’. This year, that money will go towards the Christmas day meal for people in need. There are envelopes and stars available in the porch. All funds raised will go towards for people living alone and the homeless.
There are Christmas offering envelopes. All offerings will go to Fr Srinu our Parish Priest, who will be travelling to India to visit His Mom and Family from 15th January 2025. If anyone would like to send Christmas Offering through online transfer here are his Bank Details: Account Number: 62032287, Sort Code: 40-44-02, Name: Rev Srinu Bonthu.
Safeguarding: These two parishes operate in accordance with Safeguarding Guidance of Archdioceses Policies and procedures at all times. Our Parishes Safeguarding Representatives are: Our Lady’s – Rednal: Mrs Pauline Griffin – Parry can be contacted at:   sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk and St John Fisher – West Heath - Kerris Caley can be contacted at: sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240/ safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.
School Masses: We are blessed to have Mass each week at one of our Three Catholic primary schools, St John Fisher’s and St Columba’s and St James’s. The next school Mass is on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. They are whole school Masses. All are welcome.
Thank you for all your help and support. Please join our Parish Family after Sunday Masses in the Parish Hall to make new Friends and to get to know each other. All are welcome.




