OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR AND ST JOHN FISHER R C CHURCHES
Leach Green Lane, B45 9BQ and Cofton Road, B31 3QT – Birmingham
	Parish Priest: Fr Srinu Bonthu - fr.srinu.bonthu@rcaob.org.uk , 0121 453 3452
Parish Priest Residence Address: 1 Quarry Walk, Leach Green Lane, Rednal, B45 9BQ, Birmingham, UK



	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Parish Office :ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk  0121 453 3452
	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916

	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk

	Parish Hall: olhallbooking@gmail.com
	Parish Hall: bookings.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk



	EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 2ND MARCH, 2025

	Readings: Sirach 27:4-7   Psalm 92     1 Corinthians 15:54-58     Luke 6: 39-45 
Psalm Response: It is good to give thanks to You, O Lord

	Saturday 1st March 2025
Baptism Preparation Meeting
	4:00 pm Our Lady’s  
5:30 pm St John Fisher
	For the intentions of Cathy Griffin
Baptism Preparation

	Sunday 2nd March 2025   
EIGHT SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
                                    Baptism
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	Mass of Commitment for our three schools
+ Nancy O’Hare / Hardy Family Intentions
Xachary Zade Hopista

	Wednesday 5th March 2025

  SOLEMNITY OF ASH WEDNESDAY
	9:15 am Our Lady’s
10:30am St John Fisher
2:00 pm St. Columba’s
7:00 pm Our Lady’s 
	Intentions of children and staff of St. James
Intentions of children and staff of SJF
Intentions of children and staff of St. Col.
Intentions of OLPS and SJF

	Thursday 6th March 2025
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
	For the Holy Souls in Purgatory

	Friday 7th March 2025
Friday after Ash Wednesday
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
2:00 pm St John Fisher 
7:00 pm St. John Fisher
	For the intentions of Pope Francis
+Funeral Mass of Felix McCann
Mass and Stations of the Cross

	Saturday 8th March 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	For unborn babies and their mothers
Confessions
+  Francis and Annie King

	Sunday 9th March 2025   
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Baptism
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s 
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+  Pat Mungovan
+ Susan Clare Lee / + Roger Johnson
Daughter of Lucius & Stella Aliragwu


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 22 Bob Hine, Irene Styles, 23 Thomas Flaherty, Patricia Doherty, Josephine O’Connor, 24 Teresa Woodward, Raymond Collier, 25 George Harkin, Thomas Doherty, 26 Frances Porter, Richard Stonier, Liam O’Donovan, 27 Dorothy Hall, Br Konrad Boyle O.P., Corazon Forsythe, 28 Francis Carter, Jean Duffy, Elizabeth Carling March 1 Mary McGrath, Denis Gallagher, Mary Edmonds, William Thomson, Eddie Conlon,Mary Doyle, Edward Fitzgerald, 2 James Brady, Noel Healey, Tommy McKenna and Josephine Stevenson.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Fr Tony Rohan, Ann Docherty, Nancy Witcomb, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor, Margaret Izon, Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Jan & Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Helen Ingram, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Linda Bennett, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown, Joe Moss,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Enid Potter, John Donnelly, Fr Michael White, Steve Moore, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy and Tony Markley.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £158.00
	Total: £520.95
Church Mass Attendance: 227
	Gift Aid £199.00
	Total: £360.41
Church Mass
Attendance:

	Lose Money: £362.95
Card Machine: £175, Quiz: £147.10
Mission of St. Paul:  £863.35
	
	Lose Money: £126.89
Card Machine: 34.52
Mission of St. Paul:  £173.05

	

	Second Collection this week: St Chad’s Cathedral 

	Second Collection this week: St Chad’s Cathedral




A warm welcome to the staff, children and parents of our three schools to St. John Fisher Mass on Sunday.  The children and parents will make their commitment to the preparation programme for First Holy Communion later in the year.

Confessions: Friday 12:30 pm after Mass at St John Fisher and 3-4pm on Saturday at Our Lady’s Church.
The Jubilee Holy Year and Lent are very important times of blessing and renewal, and we are encouraged to come to the fountain of God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Penance.  Please try to make coming to Confession a regular habit, especially during this Holy Jubilee Year.
Deaths: Please pray for those who have died recently including Felix McCann, whose funeral Mass takes place on Friday at St. John Fisher and for Roger Johnson and Linda Simms.  May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

NEXT WEDNESDAY IS ASH WEDNESDAY It begins the season of Lent.  It is also a Holy Day of Obligation and a day of fasting and abstinence.  Please see the Mass times above at both Churches.

During Lent the usual 12 Noon Friday Mass at St John Fisher Church will take place in the evening at 7:00 pm followed by Stations of the Cross. May I request you all to join us during this Holy Season. 
Early Morning Mass for Lent During this Jubilee Holy Year, why not try and come to the early morning Mass at Our Lady’s.  Fr. Srini is celebrating Mass at this early hour for the 40 days of Lent.  It will take place in the Sacristy.  It’s only 30 minutes but it will be a wonderful start to the day and a way of honouring the Jubilee Year.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT at Our Lady’s from 7 pm to 8.00 pm.   This service will start with Eucharistic Adoration/Quiet time for 15 minutes followed by Stations of the Cross and Benediction.  This will start on Wednesday, 12th March, 2025.

FLAME 2025 – Fan the flame of hope.  Saturday, 15th March, 2025 at the Ovo Arena in Wembley. Thirteen of our young people from both parishes together with two leaders will be attending.  Please pray for them.

Sacramental Preparation for Children not attending a Catholic School:  Preparations for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation will begin in the New Year for any child/children who does not currently attend a Catholic school or who, for any reason, has missed receiving the Sacraments.  If any parent wishes their child/children to be included in this preparation, please speak to Julia McHugh or Anne Gannon at St. John Fisher Parish or contact Fr. Srinu via the Parish Office (details at the top of this bulletin).  The name and age of each child, and the Sacrament(s) they wish to prepare for, should be provided as well as a parent/guardian’s contact number and e-mail.
SVP:  Dear friends, the need for our food parcels remains urgent and we continue to rely on your kindness and generosity.  Our next food parcel collection is on THURSDAY, 13TH MARCH.  Please drop off any food donations to your usual drop-off point or bring them to Our Lady’s Parish Hall on that day between 10 and 11 am.  We would also be grateful for any donations of carrier bags for the food parcels.  The remaining food parcel dates for this term are: 27th March and 10th April.  If you have any queries, please call Pauline on 07810 557197.  

STILL WITH SVP: WE NEED YOUR HELP - Tesco Community Grant Scheme, known as the ‘Blue Token’ scheme, have accepted our parish SVP food bank project as one of their charities to support in our local Tesco store in Rubery.  If our project has the most blue tokens by the end of March, 2025 we will receive a £1,500 grant from Tesco. We BEG YOU PLEASE TO visit Tesco in Rubery to do some of your shopping and take some blue tokens to place in the SVP food bank section box, located beside the Exit door.  You can simply buy a newspaper or any other item in order to ask for, or take, blue tokens which are located beside each Checkout till.  Please place the tokens in the SVP box on the way out.  Many thanks.

Jumble Sale at St John Fisher on Saturday, 22nd March.  Donations of pre-loved and nearly new clothes, bric-a-brac, toys, shoes and un-needed or unwanted Christmas gifts very gratefully received.  Please bring to SJF Church.

Quiet days of Prayer – For those who would like to take part in these Quiet Days during 2025 at the Dupuis Retreat and Conference Centre, St. Paul’s Convent in Selly Park, the upcoming dates are 5th March and 2nd April from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.  The cost for each day is £20.  Tea and coffee is provided, but please bring own lunch.  For more information or to book a place contact Sr. Margaret Mattison on 0121 415 6100 or email:  margaret.mattison@sellypark.org

Our Women's Ministry would love to welcome you! We meet on Friday evenings, twice a month at 7.00pm in The Presbytery at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. Evenings include prayer, bible study, worship, music and sharing experiences and stories; plus, the opportunity to enjoy a warm supper together. We would love to see more women from both parishes as we continue this ministry. For more information, please see Danetta Powell at SJF.

‘Born for This’  A rehearsal and presentation of this Oratorio – the Passion of Christ – will take place at St. Thomas Aquinas School on Saturday, 29th March from 10 am to 7.30 pm.  Members of the parish youth are invited to join in this presentation of the Passion of Christ.  Contact Yemisi Wisobi at the Kenelm Youth Trust on 01538 703224.

Please visit the Birmingham Diocesan website (Jobs page) for details of four vacant positions including Operations Director, IT Manager, Finance Manager and Gift Aid Officer.

St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance: Our Lady’s are holding their annual St. Patrick’s Night Dinner Dance on Saturday, 15th March in the Parish Hall from 7 pm till late.  This popular event includes a menu of Irish Guinness stew and Colcannon or Bacon and Colcannon, a choice of desserts/cheese and biscuits plus unlimited tea/coffee. Please bring your own drinks.  Entertainment will be provided by Bridget and Paul. Tickets, costing £15 per person, are limited due to the capacity of the hall.  Last year we sold out quickly so please buy or reserve your tickets asap.  All proceeds will help support parish hall improvements.  Any queries please contact Pauline on 07810 557197.
AS THE HOLY FATHER REMAINS UNWELL, WE KEEP HIM CLOSE IN OUR PRAYERS –
Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You.  Hear our prayers for your sick servant, Francis, for whom we implore the aid of your tender mercy, through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.   Our Lady of Lourdes, Health of the Sick, pray for him.
