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	FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT– 30TH MARCH, 2025

	Readings: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 33; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15: 1-3,11-32
Psalm Response: Taste and see that the Lord is good.

	Saturday 29th March            Confessions
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Mother’s Day)
                            BORN FOR THIS
	3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
06:00 pm – 7:30 pm STAS
	Confessions
+Kieran Jones
A Presentation of the Way of the Cross

	Sunday 30th March 2025 (Mother’s Day)
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
	+Edgar Hernandez and Florentina Vlad
All the Mothers and Women

	Monday 31st March                Lent Feria
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
6:00 pm 
	+Martin Moran
Reception for Late John Francis Ruddy

	Tuesday 1st April 2025.         Lent Feria
                                            Requiem Mass
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
12:15 pm Our Lady’s
	Elderly Parishioners
+John Francis Ruddy

	Wednesday 2nd April 2025 

                     
                        Stations and Adoration
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
10:00 am St John Fisher
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
6:30 pm Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Anne Gannon & Julia Mchugh.
Intentions of Mary Rafferty
Confessions at Bishop Challenor School
Stations and Adoration

	Thursday 3rd April 2025
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
	Intentions of Austin Birks

	Friday 4th April 2025 
                              Funeral Service
 Mass + Stations of the Cross
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
2:00 pm Waseley Hills
  7:00 pm St. John Fisher
	Intentions of RCIA group 2025
+John Walsh
Intentions of John and Jackie O’Keeffe 

	Saturday 5th April 2025 
                Confessions
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	7:00 am Our Lady’s
3:00 pm Our Lady’s
4:00 pm Our Lady’s
	For all the Sick Parishioners
Confessions
Intentions of Josie Connolly

	Sunday 6th April 2025   
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
	9:00 am St John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s 
	Children preparing for the Sacraments 
+Thomas Fox


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 31 Dan Mooney, Patricia Waldron, Neil Pattison,
April 1 Doris Griffin, James Docherty, Winifred Garfield, 2 Martin Shaughnessy, Hilda Priddey, Harold Priddey, Jim Behan, 3 Alice Doherty, 4 Margaret Forsyth, Peter Turner, Alice Holmes, Martin Fitzgerald, John Williams, John Anderson, Susan Cassidy, 5 Julia Noone, Betty Clossick, Jessie Gallagher, Anne Reilly, Enid Walker, Betty Bagguley, 6 Cecilia Coshan, May Lyons, Anthony Hine, Ross McComb and Maria Domache.
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Fr Tony Rohan, Ann Docherty, Nancy Witcomb, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor, Margaret Izon, Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Jan & Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Helen Ingram, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Linda Bennett, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown, Joe Moss,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Enid Potter, John Donnelly, Fr Michael White, Steve Moore, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy and Christine Morrison.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £114.00
	Total: £579.92
Church Mass Attendance: 217
	Gift Aid £207.50
	Total: £508.34
Church Mass
Attendance:202

	Loose Money: £358.92
Contactless £107.00
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham: £60.87

	
	Loose Money: £207.44
Card Machine: £93.40
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham: £188.65

	

	Second Collection this week: Easter Flowers

	Second Collection this week: Easter Flowers



Confessions: 3-4pm on Saturday at Our Lady’s Church. The Jubilee Holy Year and Lent are very important times of blessing and renewal, and we are encouraged to come to the fountain of God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Penance.  Please try to make coming to Confession a regular habit, especially during this Holy Jubilee Year.

Deaths: Please Pray for Mr John Francis Ruddy whose Funeral Requiem Mass will take place on Tuesday 1st April 2025 at 12:15 pm at Our Lady’s Church followed by a burial at North Bromsgrove Cemetery. Pray too for Mr John Walsh whose Funeral Service will take place on Friday 4th April 2025 at Waseley Crematorium at 2:00 pm. Pray for Mrs Olive Mary Jones whose Funeral Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 10:30 am in Our Lady’s Church – Rednal and followed by a committal at Waseley Hills Crematorium. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

Gift Aid -SJF: Gift Aid envelopes for the next tax year starting 6 April are available after Mass at the back of the church. If you think you should have a gift aid box, please see Paul Regan. Similarly, if you have a box but no longer pay UK tax let Paul know. 

Easter Plants Please make sure that you collect a letter and complete the details if you want to dedicate a plant(s) to a special person at Easter, living or deceased.  Holy Mass will be offered at Our Lady’s on Easter Sunday morning for all the people you have remembered and dedicated a plant to.
SERVICE OF ADORATION, HEALING AND RECONCILIATION ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened and I will give you rest’ Matthew 11:28-30.  We will be having a service of Adoration and Healing at 7 pm on Wednesday, 9th April, followed by Confession at 7.30 pm at Our Lady’s.  Let us ALL come together as a parish family to bring ALL our burdens before the Eucharistic Lord, to receive healing and complete forgiveness in preparation for the great celebration of Easter.  

SVP Dear Friends, Unfortunately the need for our food parcels continues. We constantly need to replenish our food stocks to support the 125 families that we help through 9 schools in South Birmingham and within the wider community. Please know that even one food item makes a positive difference. We rely on your kindness and generosity to keep this food bank active. We will be giving our families an extra bag of Easter treats at the last food parcels of the term, so please consider donating some Easter goodies along with your normal donations. Our next food parcel pack is on THURSDAY 10th April.  Please drop off your food donations to your usual drop off point or bring them to Our Lady's Parish Hall on THURSDAY 10th April between 10am and 11am. We would also be most grateful for any donations of carrier bags for our food parcels. If you have any queries please call Pauline on 07810 557197. 

STILL WITH SVP: WE NEED YOUR HELP – ONE WEEK LEFT - Tesco Community Grant Scheme, known as the ‘Blue Token’ scheme, have accepted our parish SVP food bank project as one of their charities to support in our local Tesco store in Rubery.  If our project has the most bluest tokens by the END OF MARCH we will receive a £1,500 grant from Tesco. We BEG YOU PLEASE TO visit Tesco in Rubery to do some of your shopping and take some blue tokens to place in the SVP food bank section box, located beside the Exit door.  Please place the tokens in the SVP box on the way out.  Many thanks.

HOLY WEEK READERS AND MINISTERS If you wish to participate in the Holy Week and Easter ministries, please see Carmel Bates (SJF) or Helen Ginns (OLPS).  Both Carmel and Helen have the rota prepared, ready to be filled in.  Thank you for your willingness to be involved at this sacred and holy time.
 
Old Missals and Bibles There is a box at the front of both Churches for any Missals/Bibles you no longer use.  These will be taken to Fr. Paschal Omono at St. Augustine’s Church, Tunbridge Wells for transporting to Nigeria, where they will be read and used again.  Thank you.

Thank you to our many parishioners who donate to Our Lady’s even though they can no longer attend in person. Special thanks to Liz Hubbard in particular for all her support over many years. 

SJF Jumble Sale Many thanks to everyone who supported the sale in any way, either by donating items for sale or for attending the sale itself.  Many thanks too, to everyone who helped prepare the sale over two days.  Thanks to everyone, a total of £900.38 was raised for the SJF Lourdes Fund.  

CAFOD/SVP are working together to offer a week of free residential work experience to 20 young adults in England and Wales.  Candidates must be over 18, have completed their first or second year at university and have a passion for social justice.  For more information contact keziah@svp.org.uk    Applications close on 20th April.

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage - register now: Are you celebrating a significant wedding anniversary in 2025? Are you engaged to be married this year? Or would you simply like to give thanks to God for your marriage, and ask for His ongoing blessings? If so, we would like to invite you to attend this year's Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage. To be held on Saturday 3 May, 12noon, at St Chad's Cathedral. Celebrated by Bishop Richard Walker. Please register by Sunday 13 April. Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage 2025 at St Chad's Cathedral | Birmingham Diocesan Trust

[image: Mother'S Day Sunday 2025 - Gordon Bailey]Mother's Day Celebration and honouring mothers: Mother's Day is a celebration honouring the mother of the family or individual, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. The honour in which Motherhood is held today is not historically at its highest. Career, worldly power and influence, self-fulfilment are all held in much higher esteem. There is still a day in which the world celebrates mothers – but it can never reach the heights of what the Catholic Church has said: ‘Thank you, women who are mothers! You have sheltered human beings within yourselves in a unique experience of joy and travail. This experience makes you become God's own smile upon the newborn child, the one who guides your child's first steps, who helps it to grow, and who is the anchor as the child makes its way along the journey of life.’ This is how Pope Saint John Paul II addressed mothers in his Letter to women.

The shelter of humanity, God’s own smile upon the child, joy, struggles, sacrifices! In motherhood women experience a unique closeness to God, His tenderness is lavished upon her as He entrusts her with His precious creation made in His own Image. In motherhood she becomes one with Christ in selflessly giving her body and her life for another. In motherhood she is able to develop a very close relationship with Our Lady as She gives the strength to get going when the journey is hard. To you who are mothers, thank you for your sacrifice, God sees it. To you who are children, honour your mother because ‘those who respect their mother are like those who lay up treasure’. (Sir 3:4)

Thank you all for your kind help and generous support. God Bless you. Please join our Parish Family after Sunday Mass in the Parish Hall to build new friendships.
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