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	Parish Office: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk 07419581916
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	Parish Safeguarding :  sg.stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk
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	Parish Hall: stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk



	EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 3rd August, 2025

	Readings:        Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23         Psalm 89      Colossians 3:1-15,9-11; Luke 12:13-21.
Psalm response: O Lord you have been our refuge from one generation to the next.

	Saturday 2nd August 2025     Baptism
Confessions
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	11:00 am St John Fisher
3:00pm Our Lady’s
4:00pm Our Lady’s
	Isaiah Bond
Confessions
+Bill and Mary Smith

	Sunday 3rd August 2025
18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	9:00 am St. John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	For the intentions of the Hall Family
For Linda Bennett and Family
Beatrix Kearney Adams

	Monday 4th August Funeral Service
Funeral Service
	10:00am Our Lady’s
1:00 pm Our Lady’s
	+Mark O’Reilly
+Mr Christopher Mortell

	Tuesday 5th August Funeral Service
	12:00 pm Waseley Hills
	+Mary Lawrence

	Wednesday 6th August
Funeral Reception into Church
	10:00 am St John Fisher
5:00 pm Tamworth
	+Joan O’Grady
+Rev Brian Cox

	Thursday 07th August
	10:00 am Tamworth
	Funeral Requiem Mass for +Rev Brian Cox

	Friday 8th August
	12:00 pm St John Fisher
	+Philomena and Joan Miller

	Saturday 9th August 2025    - Confessions
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	3.00 pm Our Lady’s
4.00 pm Our Lady’s
	Confessions
+Ozzy Osbourne

	Sunday 10th August 2025
19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	9:00 am St. John Fisher
11:00 am Our Lady’s
	40th Wedding - David & Jo Smallwood
+Aidan Crowe (Co. Wexford, Ireland)


Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur around this time: 2 Alan Ellison, Anna Iommi, 3 Bernie Marsh, 4 Nellie Skiffington, Eileen Whitehouse, Leonard Instone, 5 Jim Brown, Norman Joyce, 6 Mary Aldred, Mary McCreadie, 7 Hilary Hewitt, Margaret O’Donovan, Sarah McGeown, Judy Dawson, 8 Dennis Gillman, John & Margaret Cash, Ellen Keir, Rita Fogarty, John Magee and Brian Nickless. 
	Please Pray for the following who are Sick: Margaret Owen, Carol Spooner, Dave McGrath, Margaret Cooper, Nancy Witcomb, Maz Boyce, Lily McKenna, Victor, Margaret Izon, Carl Brookes, Peter Flanaghan, Pat Farrell, Mark Hurley, Peter Rafferty, Mary Molloy, Andrea Byrne,  Rita Fitzpatrick, Fr Gerry Lennon, Ann Glenn, Pat Curly, Linda Bennett, Jo MacAleenan,  Margaret Smythe, Jackie Whitehead, Philip Coleman, Michelle Wright, Margaret Dowling,  Marion Sturdy, Brendan Lawless,  Eileen Brown,  Audrey Jones, Kevin Nolan, Margaret Duggan, Chris Kennedy, Christine Morrison, Peter Vince, Donna Waldron and baby Sebastian James, Jim and Ruth.

	Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (OLPS)
	St John Fisher (SJF)

	Gift Aid: £137.00
	Total £608.24
Church Mass Attendance: 197
	Gift Aid £
	Total: £
Church Mass
Attendance:224

	Lose Money: £305.74
Contactless: £165.50
Gardens Maintenance: £82.68

	
	Loose Money: £
Card Machine: £142.57
Church Roofs £

	

	Second Collection – Gardens Maintenance

	Second Collection – Church Roofs



Deaths: Please pray for David Brooks the First CEO of the Archdiocese from 2018 – 21.  His Funeral takes place on Thursday 7th August at 11:00 am in Our Lady and the Apostles, Shipston and pray for Fr Tony Rohan, who will be received into Mount Carmel on Monday 18th August at 6:00 pm and followed by Funeral Requiem Mass on Tuesday 19th August at 12:00 pm. May they rest in peace. Amen.
Men’s Emmaus Retreat - Bookings are now being taken for this retreat from 7th to 9th November 2025 at The Hayes Conference Centre, Derbyshire.  The cost for the weekend is £200 which includes all food and accommodation.  The Keynote Speaker throughout the weekend will be David Wells and Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Timothy Menezes on Saturday, 8th November.
[image: ]On the basis we are planning to run Alpha across our two parishes from September this year, we are going to run a course at lunchtime for the parents of the First Holy Communion children who attend our 3 primary schools.  For those who are interested, it would be good to watch the alpha training video. Please register and send an email to the office at: ol.rednal.bham@rcaob.org.uk
Also, please see the link below for Alpha training which can be reviewed, and picked up again after the summer as we finalise the programme. Remember Alpha maybe the first step towards people coming to a personal relationship with Jesus - what a wonderful thing to be doing!!!! Please think of others who can join the team: https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrkPBDuj2VoaNQ3yQZ3Bwx.;_ylu=Y29sbwMEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1751515246/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2falpha.org%2fcatholic-context%2f/RK=2/RS=HsaA2VL7junbq8AHAnlcnIV4cGM-
Baptism Preparation Sessions:  Next meeting 30th August 2025 at 5:30 pm in St John Fisher Church, West Heath. It is compulsory for those parents who wish to have their children baptised in our parish Churches to attend one of these meetings.
Sacrament of Confirmation: Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation for children in Year 6 and older who are not in Catholic Schools. Please contact the Parish Office (details at the top of the newsletter) or Julia McHugh 07830109047 for more information. 
St. John Henry Newman We delight in the news that Pope Leo has paved the way for St John Henry Newman to be declared a Doctor of the Church, which is a rare and prestigious title.  It is now 15 years since many of us attended the ceremony of his Beatification by Pope Benedict at Cofton Park and 6 years since his Canonisation in Rome by Pope Francis.  We await further news.
Blessed Dominic Barberi    Blesssed Dominic was an Italian Passionist Priest who was prominent in spreading the Catholic faith in early 19th century England.  It was Blessed Dominic who received John Henry Newman into the Catholic Church.  On Monday, 18th August the Archdiocese begins a 9-day Novena to pray for the canonisation of Blessed Dominic.  The Novena offers us a moment to pause and appreciate the work of this holy Passionist Priest in our Archdiocese.  Copies of the Novena prayer will be available on Sunday, 17th August or can be found on the Archdiocese website.
SVP: Dear Friends, we thank you all most sincerely for all your generous support throughout this academic year. We ask you to continue collecting nonperishable food items for us throughout the summer and donate them to us in September. We wish you all a relaxing, enjoyable and safe summer break and look forward to your continued support next academic year.
Holy Rosary:  Pease try and come to Mass a little early on Sundays so that you can join in praying the Rosary.  The Rosary begins at 8:30 am at SJF and 10:30 am at Our Lady’s.  Please join us to pray for peace in the world.  Thank you.
Churches Together in B45: B45 Churches Together Retreat Day and visit to Lichfield Cathedral, Tuesday August 05th. Everyone is invited. The day begins at 11.00am at the Cathedral and includes a Service of Holy Communion and a private guided tour of the Cathedral (booking required). For further information contact Ann Smith on 0121 445 1374 or 07946366326 or email: Nooey98@gmail.com
St. Chad’s Cathedral - For those interested, a tour of the Cathedral will take place on Friday, 8th August and Friday, 22nd August.  The tour begins at 10.30 am and lasts for one hour.  Those attending should meet at the entrance to the Cathedral.
MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille helps couples find hope and healing for their marriage. Next date: 17th-19th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 0788 7296983
SJF Parish Centre As per Father's recent announcement, Carmel is no longer the point of contact for the Parish Centre, booking, queries etc. For the time being direct all queries through the Parish email - stjohn.fisher.wheath@rcaob.org.uk. 
The Kenelm Youth Trust invites young adults across the Archdiocese to join in Adorare – a night of Encounter, Praise and Worship on Friday, 29th August at the Friary, St Bernard’s Road, Olton.  For more information, see the Diocese website.
The 2025 National Jubilee Walking Pilgrimage of Hope is now open for day pilgrim registration. The route of the Pilgrimage will include some local Churches, namely St. George’s, Worcester, St. Peter’s, Bromsgrove and St. Mary’s, Harborne.  For more information, please see the Diocesan website where you can register for the pilgrimage.
Father Hudson’s Caritas (FHC), the social care agency of the Archdiocese, are appealing for individuals to step forward to act as Parish Ambassadors.  The role is to act as a link between the charity and the local parish.  For more information, please see the Diocesan website.
SJF Financial Situation: As you are aware, when Fr became our Parish Priest, he inherited a debt of £89k. He set up a Finance Committee and, through lowering costs and increasing income, plus a very generous legacy, we were able to wipe out the debt and go into the black within 2 years. This meant we could then start to address the urgent repair work needed in the Church, as highlighted in the Diocesan 5 yearly survey inspection.  Before we could start on the external work, the boilers broke and that cost over £3k to repair. We then chose to start with the back wall and bell tower. Architecturally the Church may look nice but 13 flat roofs create a major headache. In Oct 24 we carried out £23,736 worth of repair work on the most urgent parts. In December we spent a further £4,920 making the Bell Tower watertight and safe. We were still managing to keep in the black (just) but knew there was further urgent work necessary to complete the back, so we were given permission to have an overdraft facility of £35k. We commissioned another £19,872 of repair work in March 25 and (currently our bank balance as at 30/6 is £13,125 in debt.)023 When we put out an appeal, we received some generous donations of £2,285 for roof repairs and £600 for the Bell Tower and luckily, we still do get some generous donations. Only last week we had £100 from a parishioner and £250 from the Sunday Tea and Toast. That is why it is important to put in a donation, if possible, when you have a drink. However, we still have all the roofs at the front of the church to do, and we regularly see falling plaster on the pews. So, all this is on top of the running costs to enable our Church to remain viable. I do hope this helps when you ask, "Where does my money go?"    Robin Caley (Chair of Finance) 
Thank you all for your kind help and generous support. God Bless you. Please join our Parish Families after both Sunday Masses in their respective Parish Halls to build new friendships.
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